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There are many reasons why you might consider making a 
charitable bequest. In addition to helping further the work 
and mission of Whittier College, here are some of the benefits 
of bequest giving.
>  It costs you nothing today to  
make a bequest.
>  A bequest is free of federal  
estate tax.
>  Your bequest can be changed  
down the road.
>  You can still benefit your heirs  
with specific gifts.
>  A bequest may produce estate  
tax savings.
>  You can leave a legacy through  
a bequest.
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           CHARITABLE BEQUEST
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Questions? 
Concerns? Love 
it? Hate it? Then 
let us know . Email 
therock@whittier.edu. 
Letters are subject 
to publication in 
a future issue 
of The Rock . 
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We hope to have you back on 
campus soon. Check our calendar 
(whittier.edu/calendar) for an updated 
list of events. You can also follow us on 
social media for the latest news about 
the Poet campus. And remember to save 
the date for Whittier Weekend 2017—
October 27-29.
Warmly,  
ANA LILIA BARRAZA
Editor
Dear Friends: 
This fall, the campus community 
welcomed back nearly 1,000 alumni 
and family members for Whittier 
Weekend 2016. Some of the highlights 
of the weekend included the Golden 
Anniversary Brunch, reunion dinners, 
pumpkin carving on the quad, campus 
tours, DubSync, mimosas on the roof 
deck of the Science & Learning Center, 
the Poet Festival, Parade of Poet 
Athletes, and the Rad Poet Poolside 
Party, among a whirlwind of other 
activities. The campus was certainly 
abuzz with Poet pride.
More photos 
from Whittier 
Weekend 2016.
whittier.edu/
MoreRock
SEE
Whittier
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16
see how the facility manifests our 
faculty’s penchant for learning from each 
other, across traditional disciplines.  
But why did I say, “Wow!” as I 
greeted everyone at the opening? It was 
Trustee Jim Brown ‘71, a member of our 
project team, who urged that Whittier 
College create a learning environment 
that not only supports science and 
learning, but that is truly an impressive 
and inspiring space. “People should say 
‘Wow!’,” he told us. Come tour the SLC 
and see whether you can refrain from 
saying it yourself. I bet you can’t.  
The magnificence and scale of the 
SLC boldly conveys the quality of a 
Whittier education, and reminds me of 
why I wish I could be a Whittier student 
today. We already earn accolades for 
so much that we do here and for our 
graduates’ success. Whittier has a 
remarkable history and much about 
which to be proud. Today I invite you to 
read about the eight students profiled in 
this issue of the Rock (starting on page 
26), and you will understand what we 
know Whittier will accomplish in the 
future—with our engaged student body, 
with a faculty dedicated to each student’s 
success, and now with a Science & 
Learning Center designed to foster 
community, collaboration, and discovery.
Go Poets!
Sharon
On the evening of September 23,  I looked out over a crowd  
composed of students, faculty, staff, 
alumni, and trustees gathered to 
celebrate the opening of Whittier’s  
new Science & Learning Center, and  
I started to welcome them all by  
saying simply, “Wow!”
The occasion to celebrate the 
opening of a new campus facility, and 
the community of people who helped 
create it, happens too infrequently at 
colleges like ours, and this special event 
was truly a joy. The “SLC,” as we fondly 
refer to the building, was designed 
by a group of faculty, trustees, and 
administrators working with creative 
architects and planners. From the 
design stage through to its opening, 
we all knew the special qualities it 
would embody. And we understood that 
this project would be the fulfillment 
of our aspirations—for renovating the 
most significant teaching facility on 
campus, for succeeding with the largest 
fundraising project in the College’s 
history, and for enabling the expansion  
of our science, technology, and allied 
health curricula, thus helping to address 
critical national and statewide needs. 
Most important, this project met the 
ambitions of a faculty committed to 
interdisciplinary teaching, collaborative 
research, and active learning, and it will 
continue to do so long into the future.  
From the outset we wanted to 
put learning on display, with modern, 
technologically-primed classrooms that 
serve academic disciplines from across the 
campus. With extensive use of glass—both 
inside and outside the building—you can 
now enjoy views of students engaged in 
scholarly pursuits with faculty and each 
other. Since the SLC features well-stocked 
laboratories and houses all of our science, 
math, and allied health programs, visitors 
can glimpse chemicals being mixed, 
snakes being dissected, forces in motion 
tested, formulas being solved, and even 
willing volunteers having their body  
mass analyzed.
Beyond all that, we wanted the  
SLC to be a comfortable space—with a 
variety of chairs, couches, and high  
and low desks (of course, with places  
to plug in various devices!) throughout 
the building—to enable students to  
study individually and in teams at all 
times of the day…or night. Not only  
did we achieve this aim, but most of 
the 14 study lounges and “collaboration 
zones” overlook Whittier’s beautiful 
Upper Quad and the stunning La Puente 
Hills. We even have outdoor patios and 
roof decks so Poets can prepare for their 
next class while enjoying Whittier’s 
wonderful Southern California weather.  
Visit the SLC and you will see its 
built-in flexibility, with lots of chairs and 
desks on casters, providing opportunities 
for students to be facing the professor 
one minute, and the next to be working 
in small groups. In how offices and 
classrooms are arranged, you will also 
PRESIDENT’S CORNER
SCIENCE AND LEARNING ON DISPLAY
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This renovated space provides students—residential and commuters— 
with many means to interact with each other such as the collaboration 
wall, watching TV, or playing games.
— DEAN OF STUDENTS JOEL PÉREZ
ETTINGER STUDENT LOUNGE GETS AN UPGRADE
TECHNOLOGY AND COLOR BRING STUDENT SPACE TO LIFE
and an interior redesign that is 
complemented with fresh furniture that 
meets the digital age. The new space 
provides additional power and USB 
outlets along the new counter seating 
areas, booths, and large couches.  
“It’s important to translate the sense 
of community of our campus into the 
renewed Ettinger Student Lounge,” 
said Dean of Students Joel Pérez. ”This 
renovated space provides students—
residential and commuters—with many 
means to interact with each other such 
as the collaboration wall, watching TV 
or playing games.” 
Students provided valuable input 
on exactly what they’d like to see in the 
renovated space. Detrick Manning ’19 
was part of the cross-functional student 
and staff committee who studied the 
renovation options.
“To me, the new booths, fireplaces, 
and interactive screen are the most 
exciting features of the student lounge,” 
said Manning. “I feel as though it is a 
much more open and inviting space for 
students to feel comfortable and relax 
for a bit between and after classes.” 
The renovated space includes  
a small food preparation area with  
a microwave and comfortable seating  
for extended breaks. This area, 
especially beneficial for students living 
off-campus, provides a welcoming 
space that promotes spontaneous and 
prearranged interactions.
Southern California weather in the 
revitalized outdoor lounge. 
Thanks to generous anonymous 
donors, the Ettinger Student Lounge 
went through a complete renovation 
this summer with architectural upgrades 
This fall, Whittier College students discovered a renovated space on 
campus that became their home-away-
from-home. A place where students 
hang out with friends, enjoy their  
lunch in a dining area, or soak in the  
POET HANGOUT. s
The renovated 
student lounge offers 
plenty of seating 
for students who 
are taking a break, 
having lunch with 
friends, or studying 
between classes .
POLITICAL SCIENCE MAJORS TRAVEL  
TO ARGENTINA
IMMIGRATION AND POLITICS THE TOPICS OF RESEARCH
GRADUATE WINS  
FULBRIGHT AWARD
Recently minted graduate Aimme Real 
Arrayga ’16, has been awarded a 
Fulbright Award and will study immigrant 
women’s rights in Argentina in 2017. 
With her Fulbright research grant, 
Real Arrayga will study the effects of 
Argentina’s Law 25.871—legislation that 
regulates the treatment of undocumented 
immigrants—on immigrant women. In 
affiliation with a nonprofit in Buenos 
Aires, she will interview such women 
and reach out to institutions to better 
understand immigrant rights and the 
issues these individuals face in that 
country. In particular, Real Arrayga will 
work with the Argentinian immigrant 
and refugee rights organization AMUMRA 
and her project will culminate in an 
event highlighting women’s stories.
Real Arrayga’s project stems from 
her independent study of the history 
of migration and immigration rights in 
Argentina and her senior seminar project 
on the feminization of migration. Moreover, 
she developed a greater understanding of 
immigration issues while interning with 
an Arizona immigration office and three 
years of team-teaching citizenship classes 
at Whittier Adult School.
Real Arrayga was among five students 
from the College who were semi-finalists  
for the Fulbright U.S. Student Program, a 
U.S. government-sponsored educational 
exchange program that operates in more 
than 155 countries. Two other Whittier 
graduates, Aurora Ilog ’16 and Tiffany 
Reyes ’15, were chosen as alternates.
STUDENT NAMED  
GILMAN SCHOLAR
With the award of a prestigious national 
scholarship, Luz Castro ’17 traveled 
to Argentina this fall to study social 
movements and human rights.
Castro received a Benjamin A. Gilman 
International Scholarship, awarded 
to undergraduate students of limited 
financial means to diversify the pool of 
students who study and intern abroad.
“As a first-generation college student 
in a low-income household, I never 
put much thought into studying abroad 
because of the economic barriers that 
my family has encountered,” Castro 
said. “However, as a Gilman Scholarship 
recipient, I have the opportunity that, just 
a few months ago, was out of my reach.”
Castro, a Spanish and political 
science double major, is studying 
Argentine social movements and 
human rights with a research-based 
institution in Buenos Aires, Centro de 
Estudio de Estado y Sociedad. She  
also hopes to improve her Spanish-
speaking skills while there. 
“By exploring the urban and rural 
regions, I will examine environmental, 
peasant, and gender movements, 
which will then help me develop a 
research paper on the role women 
play in creating social change in their 
communities,” Castro said before 
embarking on her trip.
This year, Castro also earned a 
competitive summer internship with  
the Congressional Hispanic Caucus 
Institute. After graduation in 2017, 
Castro will pursue an active career  
in politics.
“I know that by interacting and 
learning the methods of organizing 
and community building from women 
in Argentina, I will gain a globalized 
perspective that will help me with the 
work I do as a community organizer 
here in Los Angeles,” Castro added.
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WHITTIER STUDENTS SEE HISTORY IN THE MAKING
EXPERIENCING THE PRESIDENTIAL NOMINATION PROCESS FIRST-HAND
In a highly competitive presidential election year, three Whittier College 
students had the opportunity of a 
lifetime to experience democracy 
first-hand at this summer’s national 
political conventions. The College’s 
two Richard Nixon National Convention 
Fellows Cindy Banh ’19 and Samantha 
Vega ’17 traveled to Cleveland for the 
Republican National Convention and to 
Philadelphia for the Democratic National 
Convention, respectively. Not wanting 
to miss out, political science and history 
double major Carly Stevens ’19 also 
attended the GOP convention. 
At their respective locations, 
Bahn, Stevens, and Vega participated 
in 10-day seminars through the 
Washington Center that were designed 
to prepare students for the political 
sessions and help them gain access to 
the floor of the convention. 
The seminars involved guest 
speakers, small group discussions,  
and general conversations about all 
aspects of the American presidential 
nomination process and the role of the 
convention itself.  
During the second week, the 
sessions dug deeper into the logistics  
of the convention. 
At the DNC, Vega met delegates 
—including U.S. government officials—
through her assigned fieldwork 
placement in access control. 
“One of the most memorable things 
I did while being there was walk down 
the same hallway as Madeleine Albright, 
the first woman Secretary of State,”  
said Vega, a political science major with 
a minor in English. “I was unprepared 
and shocked, but I will never forget  
that moment.”
IN SIGHT OF 
HISTORY. 
Cindy Banh ’19 (r) 
took in the sights 
while attending 
the GOP National 
Convention in 
Cleveland . Carly 
Stevens ’19 (below) 
interned with The 
Daily Show while 
attending the 
convention .
After graduation, Vega wants to 
work in the non-profit sector and 
eventually become an elected official—
including, ultimately, U.S. president.
The RNC was a momentous 
opportunity for Banh as well. Banh 
received a fieldwork placement that 
encompassed state delegations, interest 
groups, and even security and was 
assigned as a runner for CNN. 
“Even though I do not identify 
as Republican, I still understand the 
magnitude of the convention and I was 
excited to see history unfold before my 
eyes,” said Banh.
Bahn became interested in politics 
at a young age while watching 
newscasts with her father and learning 
about world events. She knew then that 
she wanted to become involved with 
the “global community.” 
“I want to explore different  
aspects of the political world and  
forge connections in order to open  
doors for me in the future,” said  
Banh, who took full advantage of the 
network opportunities during her time  
in Cleveland. 
For Stevens, attending the GOP 
convention encouraged her to step 
outside of her comfort zone and 
challenge any preconceived notions  
she may have had.
 “I decided to go to the RNC  
because I believed I had more to learn 
as a Democrat,” said Stevens. “The 
political process is always Democrats  
vs. Republicans and if anything, it  
should be Democrats and Republicans 
working together. The ‘us versus them’ 
mentality, which I held for so long, 
will get us nowhere, especially in this 
polarizing election.”
Art major Mario Almaraz ’17 spent his summer working in the archives 
of the Center for the Study of Political 
Graphics (CSPG) researching and 
cataloging historical and contemporary 
social movement posters, updating 
CSPG's online collection, and assisting 
in exhibition research and development. 
Based in Los Angeles, the CSPG’s 
collection encompasses more than 
85,000 protest graphics from the 19th, 
20th, and 21st centuries.
POET AWARDED GETTY  
MULTICULTURAL INTERNSHIP
EXPLORING THE LOS ANGELES ART WORLD
Almaraz’s summer experience was 
made possible through the prestigious 
Getty Foundation Multicultural 
Undergraduate Internship program, 
which aims to encourage greater 
diversity in professions related to 
museums and the visual arts—by 
supporting full-time summer work 
opportunities for college students from 
underrepresented groups. 
The Lincoln Heights native credits 
the College’s art professors with giving 
him the depth of knowledge that helped 
him land the internship.
In particular, his opportunity to 
become a studio assistant to Associate 
Professor of Art Danny Jauregui provided 
Almaraz with valuable experience that 
“many internship positions” were looking 
for, he said. Almaraz called the studio 
assistantship “one of the best experiences 
I have had here at Whittier College.
“Under his wing, he has given  
me helpful advice and guidance which 
has lead me to where I am today,” 
added Almaraz. 
Almaraz also recently took a 
printmaking class with Visiting Assistant 
Professor of Art Sandy de Lissovoy, 
which further sparked his curiosity 
about printmaking. Almaraz was drawn 
to the large collection of political prints 
at CSPG, which houses the largest 
collection of post-World War II posters  
in the country.
Almaraz is no stranger to 
competitive art internships. Previously, 
he took part in the Los Angeles County 
Museum of Art (LACMA) 2015 Summer 
Academy where he had a behind-the-
scenes introduction to the curatorial 
process in a large art museum.
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THE CARBINES MOVE TO CAMPUS
PROFESSOR JASON CARBINE IS NEW FACULTY MASTER
sessions about fellowships. Programming 
will include guest speakers, student-
faculty joint presentations, and field trips.
Carbine’s spouse, Associate Professor 
of Religious Studies Rosemary Carbine, 
will join him. Her experience as director 
of fellowships will be an added bonus 
to students and will bring specialized 
programming to Garrett House. 
“I know that together, [the Carbines] 
will create a warm and welcoming home 
space for all students—whether they visit 
as a class, as an official or informal group, 
or simply as individuals,” Herzberger said.
probably in ways we have yet to fully 
understand,” he said.
Located in the heart of campus,  
Garrett House residency is awarded 
to faculty who plan years of diverse 
educational and social experiences 
for students in the home’s intimate, 
informal setting.
Plans for Garrett House include 
musical, artistic, and scholarly events 
and lectures that focus on world issues. 
Carbine also aims to host academic 
gatherings, such as first-year writing 
seminar meetings and information 
Jason Carbine, the C. Milo Connick Chair of Religious Studies, first visited 
Asia during a high school trip to China. 
This journey was soon followed by a 
college study abroad experience to Sri 
Lanka. Both of these experiences gave 
him an introduction to understanding 
other parts of the world.
The now well-traveled associate 
professor says, “we are at a historical 
moment when an increased need for 
global awareness, understanding, 
and solution-directed efforts is more 
paramount than ever.” So when President 
Sharon Herzberger appointed Carbine 
as the new resident of Garrett House  
beginning fall 2016, he brought up “global 
awareness” as the theme of his tenure.
“We need to think deeply about the 
rapidly changing landscapes of regional 
and global systems of power, knowledge, 
and exchange that confront us all, 
FACULTY 
MASTER HOMES. 
The program is 
modeled after similar 
ones at Oxford and 
Cambridge universities . 
Students interact, 
listen to, and 
often dine with 
featured noteworthy 
professionals, from 
authors and artists, to 
musicians and 
entrepreneurs, to 
politicians and 
scientists . Guests have 
included world-class 
authors Maxine Hong 
Kingston and Ray 
Bradbury, “Supersize 
Me” filmmaker Morgan 
Spurlock, advocate-
activist Rev . Al 
Sharpton, and U .S . 
Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of Defense 
Mario Mancuso .
I know that together, [the Carbines]  
will create a warm and welcoming home  
space for all students ...
— PRESIDENT SHARON HERZBERGER
E
HARTMAN JOINS 
STUDENT LIFE 
LEADERSHIP
JOSH HARTMAN, WHITTIER COLLEGE’S 
NEW ASSOCIATE DEAN OF STUDENTS, 
hit the ground running since joining the 
College in the summer . Between projects 
such as the Ettinger Lounge renovation, 
updating the student code of conduct, 
and overseeing residential life, Hartman 
has quickly become respected and well 
liked by staff and students alike .
In his role, Hartman oversees 
student affairs departments and service 
areas including housing and residential 
life, student health, student conduct, 
and the counseling center . Additionally, 
Hartman collaborates with faculty and 
staff to provide a support network for 
students in need .
Most recently, Hartman was at 
Bucknell University, where he served 
as director of residential education, 
managing all residential staff, programs, 
and crisis management for a 3,100-bed 
housing system, including the oversight 
of several full-time professional staff, 
more than 100 student staff members, 
and managed a budget of $1 million .  
A 12-year veteran in student affairs, 
Hartman has worked at a variety of 
institutions including The George 
Washington University, Dartmouth 
College, and New York University .
OMEP WHITTIER RECEIVES  
INTERNATIONAL AWARD
WHITTIER STUDENTS TRAVEL TO KOREA
possible for this project to create a 
comprehensive partnership of education 
for sustainable development that can be 
incorporated in every phase of schooling 
from preschool through university. This 
effort included work from undergraduate 
students, members of the College’s 
Sustainability Club, as well as preschool, 
kindergarten, elementary, and middle 
school teachers at Broadoaks.
Other winners for the 2016 OMEP 
ESD award include organizations from 
Greece, Thailand, Uruguay, and Kenya.
While at the conference in Korea, 
Wagner presented her own research, 
WASH from the Start: Water, Sanitation, 
and Hygiene Education in the Early 
Years. And, she continues her work with 
OMEP as the lead consultant to UNICEF 
and principle writer on a new UNICEF-
OMEP joint project to create an early 
childhood version of Raising Even More 
Clean Hands, a campaign to prevent 
handborne illnesses among children.
The OMEP-Whittier College student chapter received the 2016 Education 
for Sustainable Development (ESD) 
Award at the World Organization for 
Early Education (OMEP) conference 
this summer in Seoul, South Korea. 
This is the first time since the award’s 
inception in 2010 that an American 
organization has been selected, 
and more importantly, the first time 
undergraduate students have been 
recognized with this award.
OMEP-Whittier College co-advisors 
Valene Martinez ’05 and Professor  
of Child Development Judith Wagner 
traveled with 11 Whittier College 
students who were recognized for  
their project: “Education for Sustainable 
Development from Cradle through College 
and Beyond: We’re in this Together.”
According to Wagner, the ongoing 
collaboration between the Broadoaks 
School, Whittier faculty members, 
and student organizations made it 
GLOBAL IMPACT. 
Founded in 1996, 
OMEP-Whittier 
College is the first 
OMEP collegiate 
chapter and aims to 
mirror World OMEP’s 
mission to use all 
means possible to 
promote the 
wellbeing, safety, 
health, rights, and 
education of the 
world’s children, 
their families, and 
the institutions 
that serve them . 
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FAMILIAR FACES LEADING  
WHITTIER COLLEGE ADMISSION OFFICE
KIERON MILLER NEW VICE PRESIDENT FOR ENROLLMENT
After nearly two decades of helping attract talented and passionate 
students to Whittier College, Kieron 
Miller has been appointed to lead the 
College’s office of enrollment and will 
oversee both admissions and financial 
aid. Prior to being named vice president, 
Miller served as director of admission 
since 2003. 
“These are exciting and challenging 
times in higher education and I look 
forward to navigating this ever-changing 
landscape with a very talented group of 
colleagues,” Miller said. “Having been at 
Whittier for 19 years, there is much to 
be proud of—our application and overall 
enrollment growth are certainly among 
them. But most importantly, it has been 
watching our students thrive and partake 
in a truly transformative experience. It is 
an honor to work for a college that puts 
students first.”
Miller worked hand-in-hand with his 
predecessor, Fred Pfursich, to achieve the 
College’s recruitment goals and allocate 
financial resources. He also mentored 
recruiters, oversaw the student search 
process, and helped plan all on-campus 
events, among many other duties. Miller 
has also been responsible for outreach 
and recruitment in Hawaii.
“He is more than ready to assume 
this broader role, and in doing so, he 
will help to maintain stability and 
continuity in this most important office,” 
said President Sharon Herzberger.
A native of Los Angeles’ Reseda 
neighborhood, Miller earned a bachelor’s 
degree in history at Loyola Marymount 
University in 1996. He joined the College 
the following year as an admission 
counselor. Miller later earned a master’s 
degree in organizational leadership from 
Azusa Pacific University in 2013.
Alumna Janine Bissic ‘08 has assumed 
the role of director of admission. Bissic, 
who has been with the department 
since 2013, will lead the student 
application and selection process, student 
outreach efforts, and work with the 
vice president of enrollment to develop 
overall recruitment plans for the College. 
Moreover, Bissic will oversee the hard-
working admission team, providing 
mentorship and team building.
“Working for my alma mater is a 
dream job,” says Bissic. “My commitment 
to this community reaches far beyond 
my piece of the puzzle here in the office 
of admission. I believe in this place with 
every ounce of my being.”
ORGANIZATIONAL LEADERSHIP PROGRAM 
RECEIVES MELLON FOUNDATION GRANT
WHITTIER COLLEGE WILL SIGNIFICANTLY 
ENHANCE TWO OF ITS LARGEST MAJORS 
thanks to a $250,000 grant from the Andrew 
W . Mellon Foundation . The project is designed 
to integrate arts and humanities within the 
business administration and kinesiology and 
nutrition science (KNS) curriculum . 
The program’s elements will build around 
the successful Liberal Arts of Organizational 
Leadership (LAOLP) minor established in 2012 
with the support of the Mellon Foundation . 
The aim of LAOLP is to integrate aspects and 
ideas from other disciplines—namely arts and 
humanities—into existing business courses,  
to develop in students critical business 
leadership skills and advanced competencies 
during their undergraduate years . LAOLP is 
open to students in any major . 
“We have seen how students get excited 
and more clearly see the relevance of the 
humanities when they are thoughtfully 
integrated within their chosen pre-
professional majors,” said Vice President  
for Academic Affairs and Dean of Faculty 
Darrin Good . 
In addition, new arts and humanities-
infused courses and modules will be 
developed for KNS following the LAOLP model . 
The grant will also support new business and 
KNS faculty-led, study-away courses .
NEW WHITTIER TRUSTEES
LEADERS IN THE LAW, PUBLIC POLICY, AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS  
JOIN THE BOARD
and television production company. He 
began his entertainment career at Sony 
Pictures Entertainment as a lawyer and 
business executive for Columbia Pictures. 
He is also a former member of the Los 
Angeles Planning Commission as well 
as the Housing Authority for the City of 
Los Angeles and served as associate vice 
president of the Los Angeles Olympic 
Organizing Committee. 
Walker received his undergraduate 
degree in political science from Whittier 
College where he was awarded a Rhodes 
scholarship. He earned an M.A. from The 
Queen’s College, Oxford University and 
holds a J.D. from Stanford Law School. 
Walker is a member of the California Bar 
Association and the American Association 
of Rhodes Scholars.
KENYA L. WILLIAMS WLS ’11
Kenya L. Williams specializes in litigation, 
business law, trademark prosecution, and 
patent matters. She is 
admitted to practice 
before all courts of 
the State of California, 
the U.S. District Court 
for the Central District 
of California, and the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. 
She is also a member of the Los Angeles 
Intellectual Property Law Association.
Williams completed her J.D. at 
Whittier Law School (WLS). She was 
appointed to the Moot Court Honors 
Board and served as president of 
the Black Law Students Association. 
Currently, she is president of the national 
chapter of the WLS Alumni Association. 
She earned a B.S. in biological sciences 
from Stanford University in 2000, and 
attained a Master of Public Administration 
from Tennessee State University in 2005.
RICHARD LICHTENSTEIN P ’16
Richard Lichtenstein is a highly regarded 
political and public policy strategist and 
a pioneer in public affairs advocacy 
and strategic communications. As 
president and 
founder of Marathon 
Communications, he 
and his team provide 
these professional 
specialties to major 
national corporations, 
real estate developers, government 
agencies, and nonprofit organizations, 
forging paths to achieve their goals.
Mr. Lichtenstein received a B.A. 
from Connecticut College, a master’s 
degree in urban studies from Occidental 
College, and a J.D. from Loyola University 
Los Angeles. He currently serves as 
co-chair of the Greater Los Angeles Zoo 
Association board of trustees, sits on the 
Fuller Avenue Senior Housing Board, 
and is a board member of the Coro 
Foundation. He and his wife, Melanie 
Cotton, are the proud parents of Poet 
Daniel Lichtenstein ’16. 
DARRELL E. WALKER ’76
Darrell E. Walker is the executive vice 
president and general counsel at Black 
Entertainment 
Television (BET) 
Networks, a division 
of Viacom Inc. BET is 
the nation’s leading 
provider of quality 
entertainment 
programming aimed at African  
American audiences. 
Prior to joining BET Networks, Walker 
was the executive vice president for 
business affairs for Mandalay Pictures, 
a leading independent motion picture 
NEW DIRECTOR JOINS 
OFFICE FOR EQUITY  
AND INCLUSION
JENNY GUERRA, AN ADVOCATE FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE and strong 
supporter of access to higher education, was named the new 
director of the Office of Equity and Inclusion (OEI) and Ortiz 
Programs, formerly known as Whittier College’s Cultural Center .  
With experience in residential life, student activities, 
Greek life, leadership development, and multicultural affairs, 
Guerra most recently served as Whittier’s Assistant Director of 
Leadership Experience and Programs (LEAP) . 
As the new head of OEI, Guerra’s priority will be to 
promote an inclusive community through social justice, 
education, and dialogue amongst students .
“I look forward to serve as an advocate and resource for all 
Whittier College students,” said Guerra . “In addition, the Center 
has created a new model for our student staff who are now 
known as Diversity Ambassadors . We will rely on them to serve 
as our educators to promote equity, diversity, and inclusion .” 
Born and raised in Los Angeles, Guerra has previously held 
roles at Cal Poly Pomona, Florida International University, and 
Armstrong State University . 
NEW NAME FOR CENTER
During the summer, the Cultural Center was renamed as 
the OEI to better reflect its mission of serving all students 
beyond just the identity of culture, addressing multiple issues 
including first-generation status, gender identity, socio- 
economics, and interfaith dialogue, among others . 
“The Office of Equity and Inclusion will be partnering with 
faculty and staff to build upon the existing strengths of the 
Cultural Center and to expand its reach,” said Dean of Students 
Joel Pérez . “In addition, the Ortiz Programs will continue to 
provide the level of support needed for all our Latino students 
to be successful and carry on the legacy of Martin Ortiz .”
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2016 Commencement speaker,  
U.S. CABINET MEMBER MARIA 
CONTRERAS-SWEET L.H.D. ’16,  
encouraged graduates to find their  
voice and “unique value proposition”  
that will propel them to success in  
their professional and personal life .
 “ONE THING IS FOR SURE: YOU CAN’T 
POSSIBLY KNOW WHAT WILL HAPPEN 
NEXT. LIFE IS LIKE THAT … FULL OF 
SURPRISES. DESPITE THIS, THE WIND  
IS AT YOUR BACK NOW. YOU’RE LIVING 
IN THE EPICENTER OF THE 21ST CENTURY 
GLOBAL ECONOMY. BECAUSE OF  
THAT, YOU ARE A HARBINGER OF  
THINGS TO COME.”
Wrote Quaker Campus columnist TRENT 
BEAUCHAMP-SANCHEZ ’19 about taking 
advantage of all the great outdoors that 
surround Whittier College: 
“WITH YOUR PACK ON YOUR BACK AND 
YOUR BOOTS LACED UP, YOU SET ON  
THE TRAIL”
PROFESSOR OF SPANISH GUSTAVO GEIROLA 
studied Mexican culture in his years as a 
doctorate student and wrote about the late 
musical and cultural icon Juan Gabriel .
 “HE IS THE ONLY [MEXICAN] SINGER TO 
COME FROM A VERY MARGINAL CLASS 
WHO REACHED THE PINNACLE OF THE 
PALACIO DE BELLAS ARTES IN MEXICO 
CITY ... HIS COMPOSITIONS, HOWEVER, 
WERE ABLE TO CROSS ALL BOUNDARIES 
OF CLASS, GENDER, AGE, AND—NO 
DOUBT—LINGUISTIC, CULTURAL AND 
GEO-POLITICAL.”
ROCK TALK
NETWORKING TIME. d
More than 300 
Whittier College 
students networked 
and discovered 
employment 
opportunities 
at the College’s 
2016 Career and 
Internship Fair . The 
record number of 
student attendees 
interacted 
with 28 global, 
national, and local 
companies who 
were looking  
for their next 
interns or full  
time employees .  
NEW POET. Pictured with members of the Poet baseball team and coach Mike Rizzo ’86, James 
“Mudcat” Grant, former top Major League Baseball pitcher and advocate for the history of African 
Americans in baseball, received an honorary doctorate from Whittier College in the spring . 
WHITTIER.EDU
a   MACHU PICCHU.  
Julia Davis ’17 
traveled with 
Professor Teresa 
Delfín and a group 
of students to Peru 
this summer .
JOURNALIST AND AUTHOR ROBIN WRIGHT 
delivered the 2016 Whittier College Feinberg 
Lecture, “Rock the Casbah—The Future of  
the Middle East .” 
“WE SEE A STATE OF PURGATORY BECAUSE ... 
THE YOUTH OF THESE REGIONS DO NOT HAVE 
THE MEANS, NETWORKS, AND RESOURCES 
THAT ALLOW THEM TO CAMPAIGN AND 
DEVELOP POLITICAL PARTIES. AS A  
RESULT, WE SEE THAT COMMUNITIES  
RETURN TO THEIR NATIONALISTIC AND 
AUTOCRATIC IDEOLOGIES IN ORDER TO 
PROTECT THEMSELVES BECAUSE THEY  
LACK ALTERNATIVES.”
f  GUILFORD HALL.
The former home of Whittier 
College’s mail room and 
music department was 
moved from its location 
adjacent to the Campus 
Center to Uptown Whittier 
where it will be converted 
into affordable housing .
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS. President 
Sharon Herzberger signs a memorandum 
of understanding with Hong Kong-based 
Hang Seng Management College .
PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT. Countless 
hours of preparation paid off for the 
Whittier Law School Trial Advocacy 
Honors Board team who won first place 
at the National Criminal Trial Advocacy 
Competition held in San Francisco . 
Competitors Kellen Davis WLS ’17, Talia 
Gallo WLS ’17, Rhon Pascual WLS ’17, 
and Kyle Tang WLS ’17 battled nearly 
two dozen other law schools from across 
the country to claim the top prize .
Excerpt of “Prism” by BRIANNA  
SAHAGIAN ‘19, one of 100 poems 
written by Whittier College Poets which 
were printed on 100 mugs as part of the 
Auntie’s Cafe first annual poetry contest . 
CHILD, CHILD–I LOVE YOU. 
YOU ARE MINE. 
I PUT THE UNIVERSE IN YOUR BONES. 
THESPIAN. Cristian Perez ’18, who played 
multiple roles in Whittier’s production of 
The Merchant of Venice, was nominated 
for the Irene Ryan Acting Scholarship 
competition at the 2017 Kennedy Center 
American College Theatre Festival .
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THREE BRAND NEW SOCIETY  
SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED
Three societies—Franklins, Ionians, and Sachsens—
awarded new student scholarships in spring 2016. 
The funds came through society-focused campaigns, 
including the All-Society Challenge, which received 
a broad base of support from hundreds of alumni 
representing five decades. 
The dollar amount of these awards will vary year 
to year, and societies hope to make it is a sustainable 
annual effort to help deserving students meet their 
financial needs. 
1   FRANKLIN SOCIETY ALUMNI SCHOLARSHIP
Whittier native Daniel Talamentes, Jr. ’16 found his 
passion at Whittier College where he majored in political 
science with the goal of becoming an attorney. At 
Whittier, he played on the Poet golf team. Talamentes 
pledged the Franklins in spring 2014, with XI, and held 
the position of sergeant-at-arms. 
Up-and-coming filmmaker 
Eric Hinwood ’16 double 
majored in business and film 
production (Whittier Scholars 
Program) and French. He 
began working as an actor, 
director, and screenwriter in 
high school and continued 
while at Whittier. In 2014, 
he studied abroad in Paris, 
which served as the site of his second feature-length 
film, “After the Fall.” Hinwood was signed by Bazel Gold 
through Prodigy Talent, and continues to act and direct in 
Los Angeles. He joined the Franklins in 2014 and has been 
society historian, event coordinator, and vice president.
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SOCIETIES SUPPORT 
ACADEMIC 
ACHIEVEMENT
SCHOLARSHIPS GIVE ACTIVES A HELPING HAND
Societies at Whittier College have a long tradition of supporting academic achievement and promoting service to others. 
In keeping with this custom, every society has established 
scholarship funds for their actives. Below are some great examples 
of recent efforts to support actives as they continue their studies. 
PALMERS FULFILL DIAMOND DREAM
During summer 2016, just in time to celebrate their 95th 
anniversary, the Palmers completed their Diamond Dream 
campaign and established their second endowed scholarship. 
The first was created in 2011. 
 With the motto, “Help a Palmer Girl Fulfill Her Dream,” 
the alumnae collected nearly 500 gifts to reach their goal 
of $50,000. With these new funds, the Palmers will award 
approximately $5,000 a year to deserving actives. This is a 
merit-based scholarship with a rigorous application process  
led by the Palmer Society Alumnae Leadership Council. 
Since 2010, the Palmer alumnae have awarded  
17 scholarships worth more than $21,000. The 2016/2017 
scholarship recipients were Sara Chiu ’17, Lauren Galantai ’17,  
and Nicole Dalton ’18. 
ATHENIAN SOCIETY ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP
In fall 2016, the Athenian Ladies will award their first endowed 
scholarship made possible through the bequest of Lady Lucie 
Mazzone ’39. Athenian alumnae have also made additional 
contributions to grow the fund.
Mazzone, a member of the College’s Philadelphian Society, 
made provisions for Whittier in her will. She believed in helping 
others and starting with a $10 gift in 1958, she consistently 
supported her alma mater for nearly five decades. A past 
president of the Athenian Society, Mazzone passed away in 2012 
at the age of 98.
The 2016/2017 scholarship recipients were Jewels Mesa ’17, 
Jasmine Arce ’17, Keeanna Garcia ’17, and Megan Pistolesi ’19.
UPDATE:  6th Annual Society Alumni Participation Challenge 
> 1st Place: Metaphonians 
> 2nd Place: Palmers 
> 3rd Place: Penns 
All have earned cash prizes for their actives.
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2   IONIAN SOCIETY ALUMNAE SCHOLARSHIP 
Elaine Lo ’16 majored in Global Cinema through the Whittier 
Scholars Program. She plans to work in the entertainment 
industry, specifically in post-production and marketing. As a 
student, she held multiple internships and was a digital media 
and marketing assistant with the Center for Career Planning 
and Development. She joined the Ionians in 2013 and held 
multiple chair positions, including president, vice president, 
iGlow, Dubsync, pledge mistress, and others. 
A native of Honolulu, HI, Kawehionalani Gabriel ’17 is a 
psychology major. She plans on becoming a child psychologist 
so that she can work with children and give back to her 
community at the same time. She joined the Ionians in spring 
2015 and it changed her life. “I went from contemplating 
whether or not I would be able to make it at this school to 
finding a family that helped to ground me and become more 
involved on campus,” said Gabriel. 
3   SACHSEN SOCIETY ALUMNI SCHOLARSHIP
Recent Whittier College graduate Christina Gonzales ’16 is 
excited to spread her wings and begin her career in the field 
of environmental science focusing in botany and soil science. 
As a Whittier student, Gonzales was involved in a variety 
of activities and projects, such as studying abroad in South 
Africa, playing in the handbell quartet, leading the track & 
field throwers team, and much more. As a Sachsen she held  
the positions of secretary and social chair. 
Jocelyn Lopez ’17 was born and raised in North East Los 
Angeles and is on the path to be the first person in her 
family to graduate from college. Lopez is a theatre and 
communications major and sociology minor. At Whittier,  
she has been cast in five theater productions, was accepted 
in the National Theatre Honorary Society (Alpha Psi Omega), 
and is a member of the student group Poets Organizing 
Workers for Economic Rights. This past summer she worked 
with Center Theatre Group as an education and community 
partnership intern.
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ONWARD AND UPWARD
SHOWCASING FACULTY EXCELLENCE 
s  Professor of French ANDREW WALLIS was 
selected as a commissioner for the WASC 
Senior College 
and University 
Commission 
(WSCUC) . In 
his new role, 
Wallis joined a 
select group of 
higher education leaders from around 
the country, which will evaluate colleges 
and universities undergoing the WSCUC 
accreditation process . WCSUC is a regional 
accrediting agency serving a public and 
private higher education institutions 
throughout the Pacific region .
s  The Culture of Child Care, co-edited 
by Professor of Education and Child 
Development KAY SANDERS, was 
published in April . 
The book provides 
research pertaining 
to crucial aspects 
of early childhood 
development 
including attachment, 
peer relations 
among ethnically and linguistically 
diverse children, and the developmental 
importance of child care contexts during 
early childhood .
s  Economics professor ROGER WHITE 
published a book in Fall 2015, 
Cultural Differences and Economic 
Globalization: Effects on Trade, Foreign 
Direct Investment and Migration, where 
he examines cultural differences as 
a potential impediment to economic 
integration . He also co-authored a book 
chapter with alumnus Shane Francis ’16 
for International Migration: Politics, 
Policies and Practices . 
s  Mellon Mid-Career Fellow and Associate 
Professor of Anthropology ANN 
KAKALIOURAS spent a productive 
academic year at Yale University’s 
Whitney Humanities Center . Part of 
her work included a book project on 
knowledge production in the history of 
physical anthropology that situates Aleš 
Hrdlicka and his work at the center of 
anthropology’s involvement with land 
allotment and enrollment policies on 
Native American reservations during the 
early 20th century .
 
s  ¡TODO A PULMON! – Entrevistas a diez 
teatristas argentinos, Spanish professor 
GUSTAVO GEIROLA’s newest book, is  
a collection of interviews with 
Argentinian actors, directors, and 
academics of theater .
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s   ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF 
THEATRE GIL GONZALEZ stepped 
into the role of Chair of the 
Kennedy Center American College 
Theater Festival (KCACTF), Region 
VIII . In this role, Gonzalez 
provides artistic direction and 
leadership for the annual Region 
VIII festival, which will be held 
in Denver next spring . Launched 
in 1969, KCACTF is a national 
theater program involving 18,000 
students from colleges and 
universities nationwide .
s   DEAN JUDITH DAAR WINS HIGHEST HONOR IN HEALTH LAW FIELD  
The American Society of Law, Medicine and Ethics awarded its 2015 Jay Healey 
Distinguished Teaching Award to Whittier Law School (WLS) Dean Judith Daar . 
A committee made up of the past 10 Jay Healey Award recipients selected Darr 
for this award, widely considered the highest honor in the health law field . Daar 
has been a WLS faculty member since 1990 and is an expert on the intersection 
of law, medicine, and ethics . She holds a joint appointment at WLS and the UCI 
School of Medicine .
In addition, Barlow was joined by Vishal 
Kolar ’16 at the North American Society 
for Sport Management conference  
where they presented their research, 
Expansion of Brand Value: A Case Study  
of an AFL Franchise.
s  Associate Professor of Kinesiology and 
Nutrition Science KATHY BARLOW 
presented her work, The Fusion Between 
Football and Rock n’ Roll, at the 2016 
California Health, Physical Education, 
Recreation and Dance Conference .  
s  Professor of Psychology CHUCK HILL 
traveled to Japan this summer to give two 
presentations . “Basic Human Values, Well-
Being, and Intimate Relationships” was 
presented at the International Congress of 
Psychology in Yokohama and “Ethnic and 
Gender Differences in Sexual Behaviors 
Among College Students” was presented 
at the International Association for Cross-
Cultural Psychology in Nagoya, Japan . 
s  Psychology professors LORI CAMPARO and 
AYESHA SHAIKH joined Whittier students 
at the 2016 Western Psychological 
Association Conference (WPAC) . A poster 
presentation prepared by Camparo and 
students Jasmine Romero ’16, Ingrid 
Morales ’17, and Kimberly Hurtado ’17 
received the Psi Chi Undergraduate 
Research Award at the conference . 
Camparo also presented with Jessica  
Willis ’17 and Scott Robles ’16; their paper 
was titled “Using Tumblr to Connect to 
Middle and High School Students .”
Also at the WPSAC, Shaikh presented 
a poster, “Group Therapy for Adult ADHD: 
Improving Self-esteem and Psychosocial 
Functioning,” chaired a symposia “Using 
Technology to Enhance the Classroom 
Learning Experience,” and presented a 
paper with Associate Professor of Education 
Anne Sebanc, Lalaine Dungca ’17, and 
Roland Gomez ‘16 .
 s  Associate Professor of Music STEPHEN 
COOK completed many projects during 
his sabbatical, among them two recitals: 
“American Music for Two Pianos” with 
pianist Vatche Mankerian and “French 
Music for One Piano—Four Hands” with 
pianist Yumi Livesay . He also finished 
recording original music for two children’s 
e-books, Monday Morning Angels and The 
Elephant’s Child.
s  GRAMMY AWARD-WINNING FLAUTIST DANILO LOZANO performed alongside 
actor Andy Garcia and the CineSon All Stars during the Grammy Salute to Music 
Legends . The group performed a tribute to the late salsa great Celia Cruz during 
the televised concert that aired on PBS . Professor Lozano, the Richard and Billie 
Deihl Distinguished Chair in Music, also played at an Afro-Cuban Jazz concert 
with the group Cuba LA at the Scherr Forum in Thousand Oaks, Calif .
s  VISITING ASSISTANT PROFESSOR JOE DONNELLY’S 
short story “Bonus Baby” has been selected for 
inclusion in the O . Henry Prize Stories Collection 
2016 . The O . Henry Prize recognizes 20 of the best 
short stories of the year, selected from thousands 
published in literary magazines in the U .S . and 
Canada . “Bonus Baby,“ which tells the story of a 
troubled pitcher who finds himself in the middle of a 
perfect game while wrestling with the metaphysics of 
life and the physics of baseball, was published in the 
spring 2015 issue of Zyzzyva .
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NEW ACADEMIC CHAIRS NAMED
OUTSTANDING FACULTY RESEARCH RECOGNIZED
The Nadine Austin Wood  
Chair in American History 
Named in honor of Nadine Wood, 
deceased spouse of trustee emeritus 
Donald “Bill” Wood L.H.D. ’98, this 
endowed chair provides support for a 
faculty member in American History. 
Nadine was active in community 
organizations, particularly the Whittier 
Historical Society and the Friends of the 
Shannon Center.
Associate Professor of History Nat 
Zappia came to Whittier in 2010. He 
specializes in colonial and early national 
North American history with an emphasis 
on the early 
modern borderlands 
of the Atlantic 
World, Pacific Rim, 
and Native America. 
Zappia’s research 
and teaching 
explores the intersection of continental 
trading networks, food pathways, and 
ecological transformations in colonial 
North America. With an impressive list 
of journal publications and external 
research awards, Zappia has also 
authored two books and is working 
on a third, Food Frontiers: Borderland 
Ecologies in Early North America.
In addition to extensive volunteerism 
beyond the College, Zappia has served 
on a number of committees and as 
co-director of the Whittier Sustainable 
Urban Farm Lab (SuRF). A popular teacher, 
he also advises numerous students. 
He looks forward to further developing 
programming at the garden, bringing 
speakers on environmental history to 
campus, and implementing service-
learning pairs that connect with local 
museums and historic sites. 
which provides research experience to 
students who pursue careers as science 
and math K-12 educators. 
Since her arrival at Whittier as an Irvine 
Fellow in 2007, Associate Professor of 
Biology Erica Fradinger’s courses have 
focused on exploring the anatomy and 
physiology of vertebrates. Her research 
aims to increase understanding of how 
organophosphate pesticide exposure 
influences neuronal development and 
its potential role in the development of 
neurodegenerative disease. Fradinger 
has involved a long list of Whittier 
students in her research projects.  
In addition 
to her roles in 
the classroom, 
laboratory, and 
as an academic 
advisor, she has 
been involved 
in numerous other initiatives on 
campus that directly and indirectly 
assist students in securing positions 
at professional schools in the health 
sciences. A former athlete, Fradinger is 
the lead faculty athletic representative 
and offers support to  
the large numbers of scholar-athletes  
on campus. 
Alumna and Associate Professor of 
Biology Sylvia Vetrone ’96 returned 
to the College as a James Irvine Fellow 
in 2006. With 
cross-disciplinary 
interests in 
immunology and 
oncology, Vetrone’s 
various research 
specializations 
focus on the role of plant nutraceuticals 
on lifespan, oxidative stress, 
antimicrobial responses, DNA-based 
biosensors for the detection of food-
borne pathogens, the role of cell 
migration in cancer metastasis, and 
T cell mediated immune responses in 
Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy. She 
is also a well-respected advisor and 
mentor to students well beyond the 
undergraduate research she conducts 
with many of them.
Vetrone is the co-coordinator 
for the Mellon Mays Undergraduate 
Fellowship and the Whittier College 
Fellowship for Underrepresented 
Students in Science, both of which 
mentor students to enter Ph.D. 
programs and pursue careers in 
academia. Additionally, she is the 
co-coordinator for the Howard Hughes 
Medical Institute Science and Math in 
Research and Teaching Fellowship, 
Whittier College President Sharon Herzberger announced the appointment of three faculty members to endowed professorships in a variety of disciplines. 
These five-year appointments recognize the chosen professors’ exemplary 
accomplishments in teaching and scholarly excellence and are intended to support 
future scholarly growth. 
The James Irvine Foundation Chair in Biological Sciences 
Established through the generosity of the James Irvine Foundation, this endowed 
chair provides for the support of a faculty member in the field of Biological Sciences, 
who has distinguished him/herself as an instructor, researcher, and author.
E
Kaufman has traveled extensively, 
her work having led her to destinations 
such as South Africa, Sarajevo, and 
Northern Ireland. Always interested 
in war and peace, Kaufman became 
especially invested in the effect war has 
on women and has spent many years 
researching the subject.
She earned her bachelor’s degree at 
New York University and her Ph.D. from 
University of Maryland. After working on 
NATO nuclear policy for the Department 
of Defense, then working for defense 
contractors, she came to Whittier College 
in 1985.
Although Kaufman began as an 
English major, she was led to change 
course by a particularly impactful 
political science professor. She supposes 
“it was the impact of a professor like 
him who so inspired [her to serve] as a 
role model, as well as a reminder of the 
impact a faculty member can make.”
Kaufman’s tireless efforts have also 
built the College’s Center for Engagement 
with Communities (CEC), which promotes 
life-long learning and civic engagement. 
The CEC has also been consistently 
recognized with the President’s Higher 
Education Community Service Honor Roll.
Joyce Kaufman has sparked intellectual dialogue about political 
science in her Whittier College 
classrooms for more than 30 years. 
She’s inspired students with her 
passion, cultivated dedicated scholars 
through her curriculum, and served as a 
role model for young Poets.
So, when Kaufman was recognized 
at the Spring Honors Convocation with 
the 2016 Nerhood Teaching Excellence 
Award, a colleague said he was stunned 
that it had not happened sooner. 
“I am thrilled and honored to have 
received this award,” said Kaufman. “This 
is the highest honor that can be awarded 
to a faculty member and during my time at 
Whittier, it has truly gone to some of the 
most respected members of the faculty. I 
am humbled to now be one of that group.”
Charles Eastman, director of the 
College’s writing program, described 
Kaufman as a “popular and masterful 
advisor and mentor” who cultivates “class 
after class of outstanding, dedicated 
students.” Year after year, Kaufman 
sponsors Whittier Scholars student 
projects, which Eastman said are 
“consistently among the College’s best.”
When recent graduate Faith Govan ’14 
found out that Kaufman was given the 
award, she sent her roses. Kaufman had 
become one of Govan’s “most treasured 
mentors,” the alumna said. “It was 
because of Dr. Kaufman that I decided to 
apply to the Whittier Scholars Program 
and ended up designing my own major. 
It was because of her guidance and 
direction that I received the absolutely 
life-changing opportunity to work 
abroad in South Africa.”
KAUFMAN HONORED  
WITH NERHOOD TEACHING  
EXCELLENCE AWARD
LEADER IN ACADEMIA AND SERVICE RECOGNIZED
BITTERSWEET 
FAREWELL
TWO BELOVED AND LONG-TIME WHITTIER 
COLLEGE PROFESSORS—Associate 
Professor of Political Science John Neu 
and Associate Professor of Art History Ria 
O’Foghludha—retired this spring .
Neu came to Whittier College in 1971 
and served the College community for 
41 years, specializing in courses related 
to law and African politics . His courses 
sparked thousands of students’ interest in 
the legal field .
Neu also served as a longtime  
advisor for the Orthogonian Society and 
worked with the Lesbian, Gay Bisexual, 
and Transgender student group on 
campus . In 2012, the Whittier College 
Alumni Association named Neu an 
honorary alumnus .
O’Foghludha retired after 23 
years with the College . O’Foghludha 
taught art history, from the artwork of 
ancient Greece and Rome, to the High 
Renaissance, to Colonial Latin America . 
She possessed a particular knowledge of 
Augustan Rome and Roman Egypt, with 
a solid grounding in the art of ancient, 
medieval, and modern Ireland . 
O’Foghludha applied that knowledge 
and passion for art history outside of 
the classroom, too; she took hundreds of 
students on January-term trips in Italy 
and Ireland .
As associate director of the Whittier 
Scholars Program since 2001, as well 
as acting director in both 2007-08 
and 2014-15, she led highly motivated 
students as they created their own 
courses of study .
THE ROCK FALL/WINTER 2016
2016 WINTER & SPRING SPORTS WRAP-UP 
1  Baseball (Season 15-24; Conference 12-16)  2  Softball (Season 21-22; Conference 12-16)   
3  Men’s Lacrosse (Season 8-6; Conference 0-0)  4  Women’s Lacrosse (Season 7-11; Conference 1-10)   
5  Men’s Tennis (Season 8-12; Conference 4-6)  6  Women’s Tennis (Season 3-9; Conference 0-4)   
7  Men’s Swimming & Diving (5th SCIAC)  8  Women’s Swimming & Diving (7th SCIAC)   
Women’s Water Polo (Season 26-8; Conference 11-0)  Men’s Golf (8th SCIAC)  Women’s Golf (3rd SCIAC)   
Men’s Track & Field (7th SCIAC)  Women’s Track & Field (7th SCIAC)
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INDIVIDUAL ACHIEVEMENTS 
AND HONORS
s  WOMEN’S GOLF: Shelby Hunt ’18 and 
Lauren Dahl ’16 both landed on the 1st 
All-SCIAC team after putting together 
strong performances during the SCIAC 
Championships. Kajal Vitha ’19 was 
named to the 2nd Team. 
s  WOMEN’S LACROSSE: Lauren  
Tudor ’19 was named to the 
Intercollegiate Women’s Lacrosse 
Coaches Association (IWLCA)  
All-West Region 1st Team. Angelina 
Cuevas ’18, Emily Hansen ’19, and 
Madison Topping ’19 landed on the 
2nd Team. Rebekah Delledera ’16 
rounded out the awards being selected 
to the All-SCIAC Sportsmanship Team.
s  MEN’S TENNIS: Two men’s tennis 
players were recognized for the All-
SCIAC teams, Samuel Farmer ’16 and 
Andrew You ’17, who both landed on 
the 2nd Team. 
s  WOMEN’S TENNIS: Kelsey Ann 
Bailleul ’18, Benay Weintraub ’16, 
Gabi Etchegaray ‘18, and Ruthie 
Kaplan ’18 of the Whittier College 
women’s tennis team were named 
2015 Intercollegiate Tennis Association 
(ITA) Scholar-Athletes. 
s  WOMEN’S WATER POLO: A trio of 
players earned 1st and 2nd Team for 
the Association of Collegiate Water polo 
Coaches (ACWPC). Angelica 
Hernandez ’16 earned a place on the 
1st team, Cynthia Castillo ’16 was 
named on the 2nd Team, and Isabella 
Gorrocino ’16 received Honorable 
Mention honors. Ten Poets were 
honored for their academic 
performances by the Association of 
Collegiate Water Polo Coaches (ACWPC): 
Caitlin Bronzan ’17, Jenna Cohen ’17, 
Anastacia Gonzalez ’19, Isabella 
Gorrocino ’17, Leimana Hassett ’18, 
Kayanna Heffner ’18, Anaissa Paul ’19, 
Kendyl Riley ’18, Lindsay Shoaff ’19, 
and Kaitlin Vera ’18.
s  WOMEN’S BASKETBALL: Women’s 
Basketball guard, Carly Buechler ’16 
was named to the Southern California 
Intercollegiate Athletic Conference 
(SCIAC) 2nd Team. 
s  BASEBALL: Tanner Marcoe ’17 
was named the Division III National 
Gold Glove Winner by the American 
Baseball Coaches Association (ABCA). 
Jake Raynaud ’17, Nick Garcia ’16, 
and Max Bradshaw ’16 represented 
Whittier College on the All-SCIAC 
Teams. Raynaud landed on the 1st 
Team as an outfielder, while Garcia 
was positioned as a 2nd Team 
selection as a pitcher. Raynaud 
and Garcia were also named to the 
American Baseball Coaches Association 
(ABCA)/ Rawlings All-West Region 
Teams. The Whittier baseball program 
was a recipient of the 2015-16 Team 
Academic Excellence Award presented 
by the American Baseball Coaches 
Association (ABCA).
s  MEN’S SWIMMING AND DIVING: 
For the second year straight, Tony 
Martir ’16 qualified for the NCAA 
Division III National Championships. 
Martir led the Whittier College men’s 
swimming and diving team to a 5th 
place finish during the Southern 
California intercollegiate Athletic 
Conference (SCIAC) Championships. 
Pedro A. Martir ’16 placed 9th in the 
50 Freestyle Event in the 2016 SCIAC 
Championships with a time of 21.22.
s  WOMEN’S SWIMMING AND DIVING: 
Karly M. Carazo ’16 placed 2nd place 
in 200 Freestyle Event in the 2016 
SCIAC Championships with a time of 
1:52.92. She also placed 3rd and  
5th in the 100 Freestyle event and  
50 Freestyle event respectively. 
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WALKING ON WATER
HARD WORK AND DETERMINATION MAKES THE WIN
Coming off a winning season, female 
water polo players Caitlin Bronzan ’17 
and Jenel Rivera ’18 were eager to be 
back in the water last spring. Their 
enthusiasm and hard work—along 
with that of their dedicated team 
members—paid off in a big way. The 
team won the Southern California 
Intercollegiate Athletic Conference 
(SCIAC) championship for the second 
year in a row—making program 
history. Not only did Bronzan and 
Rivera help their team to victory,  
but they also achieved special 
recognition of their own. Rivera  
was named to the All-SCIAC 2nd 
Team. Bronzan landed on the 
Association of Collegiate Water Polo 
Coaches’ (ACWPC) 2016 Women’s 
All-Academic Team. 
Both of these Poets look forward 
to bringing continued glory to the 
Purple and Gold.
JENEL RIVERA ’18
Why and when did  
you start playing  
water polo?
JR: My dad basically 
threw me in the  
water and I’ve loved  
it ever since. It’s been  
15 years now.
What is your biggest accomplishment 
in water polo?
JR: Definitely winning SCIAC for 
Whittier. Whittier has never won SCIAC 
so it was a pretty big deal.
What pushes you to do your best 
during a game?
JR: I love seeing my teammates happy, 
excited, and proud after a win.
What do you tell yourself after a 
rough game?
JR: I try not to let it take a huge toll on 
me, but I do examine all my mistakes from 
that game and go to the next practice with 
an open mind on how to better myself.
What’s your favorite part about being 
on this team?
JR: The chemistry we all have together!  
We all connect so well. We’re basically a 
big family—like a sisterhood.
If your life were a movie, what  
would the soundtrack be during  
your games?
JR: “High You Are” by What So Not 
because it’s a very upbeat song, which 
reflects how games are—you’re all 
hyped up and ready to go!
How do you balance being an athlete 
and a student?
JR: Time management! Basically any free 
time I have is dedicated to my homework.  
2016 WHITTIER COLLEGE 
HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES
2016 INDIVIDUAL INDUCTEES 
CJ CARTY ’00
Men’s Water Polo
Former Assistant Coach,  
2004 Men’s Water Polo Team 
Honors: 4-time Letter Winner,  
4-Time First Team All-SCIAC,  
1999 1st Team All-American
KATY DOWNS-THERIAULT ’96
Women’s Basketball
Honors: 1995-96 SCIAC Player of the 
Year, 1995-96 All Region District VI
SARA KIESSELBACH ’00
Women’s Water Polo
Honors: 1999, 2000 2nd Team All-
American, 1999, 2000 All-SCIAC  
1st Team, 2000 Presidential Female 
Scholar Athlete
JUAN RODRIGUEZ ’99
Men’s Cross Country/Track & Field
Honors: 1998 SCIAC Champion
KARL SIMMONS ’79
Men’s Basketball
Honors: National Association of 
Intercollegiate Athletics First Team 
Southern California College 
Player-of-the-Year
HONORARY INDUCTEE
DARLINE McCRACKEN
Athletics Department Executive Assistant
After 46 years on the Whittier College 
campus, Darline McCracken officially 
retired from her position as the 
administrative assistant for the  
Athletic program in 2016 . 
TEAM INDUCTEE 
2004 MEN’S WATER POLO TEAM
Honors: Conference (SCIAC) Champions
Ranked No . 1 Division III Team 
in the Nation
• Art Basehart ’08
• Joshua Batts ’06
• Mark Canner ’07
• Josh Hower ’05
• John Jacobson ’08
• Ethan Jessup ’05
• Matthew Jung ’08
• A .J . Kotanjian ’08
• Andrew MacGeorge ’08
• Tyler Middleton ’07
• Dave Mulcahey ’06
• Cody Pletcher ’07
• Matthew Rogers ’08
• Manuel Sanchez ’08
• Chris Wilson ’05
•  Jake Zerbe ’07
• Mitch Carty ’96 (Head Coach)
• C .J . Carty ’00 (Asst . Coach)
• Kyle Witt (Graduate Asst . Coach)
CAITLIN BRONZAN ’17
Why did you come to 
Whittier College?
CB: When I first 
visited, every person 
who walked by said 
“Hi!” and I loved that. 
After meeting Coach Pudwill and 
some of the members of the team, it just 
felt like a perfect fit.
What is your favorite water  
polo memory?
CB: Winning SCIAC is definitely my 
favorite water polo memory, especially 
those last 30 seconds of the game 
when we knew we were going to win 
because we had the ball and the clock 
was running out of time. I’ll never forget 
jumping in the pool, pushing our coaches 
in, and simply celebrating as a team.
What pushes you to do your best 
during a game? 
CB: I always want to do my best for my 
team because I know they are counting 
on me as I am counting on them.  
What are one or two things you  
do for training that are the keys to 
your success?
CB: Listening to coaches, working in the 
weight room, specifically the legs. 
Are there any athletes that  
inspire you?
CB: Tony Azevedo is an amazing water 
polo player and he has been forever.
If you could say anything to your 
team right now, what would you say?
CB: I love you all! Thank you for 
pushing me to be the player I am today, 
having trust in me, and making this 
team fun.  
— By Nicole Guzzo ’17
THE WHITTIER COLLEGE ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT AND PURPLE & GOLD HALL OF FAME 
COMMITTEE inducted its 24th Athletics Hall of Fame Class . The 2016 inductees included 
five standout student-athletes, an honorary inductee, and one of the most successful 
men’s water polo teams in College history . 
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MAKING POET ATHLETIC HISTORY
WATER POLO WINS 2016 SCIAC CHAMPIONSHIP TITLE
The Whittier College Women’s Water Polo team earned their second 
straight Southern California Intercollegiate 
Athletic Conference (SCIAC) title defeating 
La Verne 17-12, making it back-to-back 
championships for the Purple & Gold.
During the National NCAA 
Championships, the Poets put forth a 
strong effort run but couldn’t overtake the 
10th-ranked Div. I UC San Diego Tritons. 
The team also achieved individual 
honors. Notably, Angelica Hernanez ’16 
was named 1st Team All-SCIAC and 
SCIAC Player of the Year, as well as 
Division III player of the year by the 
Association of Collegiate Water Polo 
Coaches (ACWPC).
Fellow Poets Cynthia Castillo ’16  
and Isabella Gorrocino ’16 were also 
named 1st Team All-SCIAC while Zyania 
Morales ’17 and Jenel Rivera ’18 landed 
on the 2nd Team. Jasmine Villalpando ’16 
rounded out the selections being added to 
the All-SCIAC Sportsmanship Team.
For his part, Coach Justin Pudwill, 
who led the women’s water polo team, 
was named ACWPC Division III Coach  
of the Year.
During his tenure at Whittier 
College, Pudwill has won four SCIAC 
Championships with both the men’s  
and women’s programs.
LEADER OF s
THE PACK. 
Angelica Hernandez (r) 
was named the ACWPC 
Division III Player of 
the Year . During the 
season she totaled  
42 goals, 53 assists, 
39 drawn ejections,  
66 steals, and  
a  .471 shot on  
goal percentage .
COACHES CORNER
TEAMS UNDER NEW LEADERSHIP
undergraduate he played on the men’s 
tennis team, while managing the sports 
information office. He then served as 
assistant sports information director  
from 2009-2011.
COACH 
ROBERT 
NEELY will be 
heading the 
Poet men’s and 
women’s track 
& field teams. 
“Robert has 
the energy, 
competitiveness and drive to move 
Whittier’s track & field program to the 
next level,” said Coleman. “His 
knowledge of the conference and  
his philosophy for success will be 
instrumental in building our track 
program moving forward.”
Neely recently completed a  
third season with the Pomona-Pitzer 
cross country and track & field  
programs where he served as the interim 
head coach for the 2016 season, while 
conducting recruiting coordinator duties. 
Neely joined the Sagehens after 
serving as a volunteer assistant coach  
for jumping and multi events at UC Davis, 
his alma mater, during the 2012-13 
season. His efforts helped the Aggies 
women’s track & field team earn a Big 
West Championship in 2013.
“The combination of an intimate, 
liberal arts education, NCAA Division 
III mentality, and prime Southern 
California location give Whittier  
track & field athletes so many 
opportunities to be successful,” said 
Neely. “We’ll work to develop recruits 
into successful students, athletes, and 
members of society.”
Assistant Athletic Director for 
Communications LANCE FRANEY ’09 
has been named as the new Director of 
Golf and Head Women’s Golf Coach for 
the 2016-17 season.
“I know we have an individual in 
Lance Franey who can lead our golf 
programs into the future with more 
success and with the character we 
expect at Whittier,” said Coleman. 
“Lance understands and supports 
Whittier’s commitment to excellence in 
both academics and athletics.”
Franey will oversee the daily 
operations, management, and recruiting 
for both the men’s and women’s  
golf programs. 
“My goal is for our student-athletes 
to come on board knowing they’ll get 
better here each year and will compete 
at a high level 
day in and  
day out,”  
said Franey.     
A native 
of San Diego, 
Calif., he 
graduated 
from Whittier 
College in 2009 with a degree in child 
development with an emphasis on 
developmental disorders before earning 
his M.A. in education in 2011. As an 
COACH ROY DOW will be leading  
the women’s basketball program  
at Whittier College. 
“With his extensive coaching 
experience and his understanding of 
what it takes to 
be successful 
within our 
conference 
and on the 
national level, 
Roy will be a 
tremendous 
asset to 
Whittier athletics and to the College,” 
said Robert Coleman, Executive Director 
of Athletics. “He brings with him a zeal 
for excellence and a determination 
to produce both winning teams and 
successful student-athletes.”
Dow comes to Whittier from Pfeiffer 
University in North Carolina. Previously, 
Dow was the head coach at California 
Lutheran University, where he was at 
the helm from 2008-2013. He led the 
lady Regals to an 81-51 record, two 
conference championships and two 
NCAA tournament appearances. Dow 
was also the head coach of men’s 
basketball at the California Institute of 
Technology for six years. 
The combination of an intimate, liberal 
arts education, NCAA Division III mentality, 
and prime Southern California location 
give Whittier track & field athletes so many 
opportunities to be successful.
— COACH ROBERT NEELY
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AFTER NEARLY A DECADE OF PLANNING, YEARS OF 
DESIGNING AND FUNDRAISING, AND 18 MONTHS OF 
STEADY CONSTRUCTION, THE NEWLY REDESIGNED  
SCIENCE & LEARNING CENTER (SLC) IS FINALLY HERE.
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With its labyrinthine halls, state of the art 
equipment, and intentional and innovative 
spaces, THE SLC FEELS LIKE A PLACE 
OF EXPLORATION AND INNOVATION for 
Whittier students... It’s hard not to marvel 
at the brilliant move the institution made, 
with the support of our greater community, 
to bring a myriad of new opportunities and 
experiences for our student body. AMER RASHID  
President of the 
Associated Students  
of Whittier College
work across fields and model the collaborative boundary-
less science and math education needed to train future 
scientists and innovators who—whether as professionals or 
engaged citizens—will understand the pressing challenges 
facing our world and possess the unique skills to find creative 
collaborative solutions.
Headquartered at the redesigned facility, and projected 
to reap the most benefit through the open research and 
teaching labs, will be the departments of biology, chemistry, 
physics, mathematics, environmental sciences, kinesiology 
and nutrition science, and psychological sciences. In the 
following pages you will read about students in each of these 
fields of study who are already producing extraordinary 
work. These students, along with their many peers, will 
definitely make full use of the renovated SLC. You will also 
read about those who have been instrumental in making the 
SLC dream become reality.
THE SHINY NEW ACADEMIC HUB—WITH  
GLASS WALLS, IT LITERALLY SHINES— 
IS A TRUE REFLECTION OF WHAT A WHITTIER  
COLLEGE EDUCATION IS ALL ABOUT: 
TRANSFORMATION, COLLABORATION,  
STUDENT-FACULTY PARTNERSHIPS, ACADEMIC 
EXCELLENCE, AND INNOVATION.
Community is also a strong element within the 
SLC and a large mural on the first and second floors 
illustrates this theme. From afar, the wall is wrapped 
in a huge image of the Earth’s horizon, but in fact, the 
large graphic is a mosaic composed of three-by-three-
inch photographs featuring members of the College 
community. Many of these images were submitted by 
faculty, students, and alumni. 
The SLC will serve the entire College with flexible and 
media-ready classrooms, large open lounge areas, group study 
spaces, and rooftop/outdoor class annexes. On any given day, 
a student may attend classes in the SLC in business, sociology, 
and chemistry, work on an extra-curricular research team, 
then head to the computational lab for physics homework or 
the lounge area on the second floor for socializing.
Moreover, Whittier’s interdisciplinary approach to 
teaching is integral to the new facility. The transparent 
walls on both exterior façades and interior hallways of the 
SLC, shared research labs, and open workspaces encourage 
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SLC OPENING BRINGS TOGETHER  
WHITTIER COLLEGE COMMUNITY
Whittier College welcomed hundreds of members of the Poet community 
to dedicate the newly renovated Science & Learning Center (SLC) on 
September 23 . President Sharon Herzberger was joined by a member of 
the Whittier City Council, a representative from Congresswoman Linda 
Sanchez’s office, senior staff, faculty, trustees, students, and friends of the 
College in cutting the ribbon on the building’s south side, which serves as 
a new gateway to the campus .
31WHITTIER.EDU
FE
AT
U
R
ES
30 THE ROCK FALL/WINTER 2016
FE
AT
U
R
ES
n
   The academic departments headquartered in the SLC are 
incredibly popular, with biology, kinesiology and nutrition 
science (KNS), and psychological sciences consistently placing 
among the top five majors selected by Whittier undergraduates .
n
   Renovating the Science Center, rather than constructing a whole 
new building, and other design approaches enabled the SLC to  
be eligible for a Silver LEED rating . Metals, tiles, concrete and 
light fixtures were recycled, while glass, plastic and wood 
products were sent to facilities that processed them into  
reusable raw materials .
n
   The SLC uses lighting and efficient, reflective luminaires that 
provide a lot of light with low energy consumption . The building 
is also covered with large windows, allowing natural light into 
the new classrooms, lounges, and more .
n
   The College’s programming serves the students well . More than 
80 percent of Whittier students are admitted to the competitive 
science and medicine graduate programs to which they apply, 
a clear testament to the quality of academic and experiential 
training and mentorship Whittier students majoring in the 
sciences receive as undergraduates . 
WHITTIER COLLEGE STUDENTS ARE LEARNING AN AMAZING AMOUNT OF INTERESTING FACTS AND FIGURES in 
the newly renovated Science & Learning Center (SLC). The SLC will provide current and future Poets inspiring spaces for the 
kind of collaborative, boundary-less science education they need to train for a competitive, global marketplace and solve the 
many challenges facing the nation and the world. 
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OF ALL CURRICULAR 
INSTRUCTION ACROSS 
CAMPUS HAPPENS HERE
TEACHING LABS
including  
Movement, Health, 
Experimental Physics 
and Flexible Labs
DESIGNATED “COLLABORATION ZONES” 
such as Pop-Out Alcoves, Study Rooms,  
and the Main Atrium   
RESEARCH LABORATORIES  
n
  Psychology Wet  
Research Lab 
n
 Experimental Physics Lab
n
  Computational Lab
n
  Culture Room for Zebra Fish 
(to name a few!)
FLEXIBLE CLASSROOMS FOR  
GENERAL INSTRUCTION  
i.e. Anderson Colloquia Seats 80+
SUPPORT SPACES FOR 
SCIENCE RESEARCH FOR 
STUDENTS AND FACULTY
VIEW FROM THE TOP. 
The fifth floor roof 
deck offers study space 
during the day and 
stargazing opportunities 
at night .
More photos 
and video 
of the SLC. 
whittier.edu/
MoreRock
SEE
>> 
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curricula and undergraduate research. Over the next three 
years, 20 new Keck Undergraduate Research Fellowships will 
be awarded to STEM students—including those in KNS and 
psychology—after their first or second years at Whittier.
The College also owes a deep gratitude to the generosity 
of a friend of the institution who, despite wishing to remain 
anonymous, made a $1-million challenge gift. Various alumni 
and friends of the College answered the call with significant 
contribution of $1 million of more to the project.
Among them was College Trustee Fred Anderson ‘66, a 
managing director and co-founder of Elevation Partners, and 
former Chief Financial Officer of Apple Computer. He and his wife 
Marilyn “have a deep appreciation for Whittier College’s very 
special mission, culture, faculty, and students,” Anderson said.
Joining them were Chair of the Board of Trustees and the SLC 
Campaign Alan Lund ’71 and wife Irene; Ray ’53 and Joan ’56 
Dezember; the Weston Family—Steve ’83, Kathy (Weber) ’83, 
Ruth (Everingham) ’86, Scott, and Marjorie Doniger—through 
the N.S. Goldstein Foundation; Trustee Jim Parks, who honored 
his beloved wife Jennifer with his generous commitment; 
and a significant gift made thought the Florence Family Trust, 
established by Verena and Kenneth Florence ’65.
Together, these gifts and others make scientific learning, 
research, and collaboration possible for years upon years  
of Whittier College students. Beyond that, the SLC houses  
80 percent of all 
instruction across campus, 
benefitting students 
outside the science 
disciplines as well.
FOUNDATIONS, ALUMNI, FRIENDS OF THE COLLEGE, 
AND THEIR FAMILIES GAVE MILLIONS to make the 
Science & Learning Center (SLC), its state-of-the-art 
equipment, and its research opportunities possible. Entering 
the 89,000-square-foot building at the second floor, and 
you can’t miss their names on the glass wall. They are so 
extensive, in fact, they reach from the floor to the ceiling.
The SLC stands as the largest capital project in Whittier 
College history. Thus far, the College has raised over $25 million 
in commitments, including significant grants from private 
foundations and the U.S. government that supported the building 
project or equipment purchases and related programming.
The College received a $2.6M grant from the Department 
of Education’s Title V, Hispanic-Serving Institutions 
Program—the largest Title V grant it’s received. The funds will 
be awarded for a period of five years to educate and inspire 
Latino and low-income students pursuing studies in the STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) fields.
The grant also supports the acquisition of equipment and 
supplies needed to provide optimal learning and research 
environments, within the renovated structure, enabling 
students to reach their full potential.
The Yao Yuan Sze Foundation of Bellevue, WA, 
committed $2.5M to create the movement lab and the nutrition 
science health lab. The gift also creates an endowed chair in 
nutrition science and provides program support to fund research 
opportunities for students as part of the newly established Yao 
Yuan Center for Health and Wellness. 
The W.M. Keck Foundation also made a $300,000 
gift to purchase and integrate scientific equipment into 
T
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OTHER FOUNDATION
$800,000 
The Ahmanson Foundation
$500,000 
The Fletcher Jones Foundation
$500,000 
The Ralph M. Parsons Foundation 
$750,000 
The Rose Hills Foundation
$500,000 
Weingart Foundation
>> 
RESEARCH PROJECT: I took part in a research project with 
Professor of Biology Cheryl Swift that involved different 
measurements for approximating the health of certain 
mangrove shrub species in freshwater, brackish water,  
and intertidal zones found within the Mai Po Reserve in 
Hong Kong. The goal was to take note of the difference 
amongst three mangrove species: River Mangrove 
(Aegicerus Corniculatum), Kandelia (Kandelia obovata),  
and Spiny Bears Breech (Acanthus ilicifolius). Once the  
data is interpreted back in Whittier, the results will be  
sent back to Mai Po for them to use as guidelines for 
improving the overall conservation of these shrub species.  
PLANS POST-GRADUATION: Work with the Los Angeles 
Department of Water and Power conducting fieldwork  
related to water reclamation and transport. 
CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES:  
Peer Mentor n Sustainability Club n Hong Kong Early 
Childhood Practicum Fellowship n OMEP-Whittier n 
Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) Study  
Abroad Opportunity, China
En
1
Environmental  
Science
“ As a member of OMEP-Whittier, I had  
the privilege, along with nine other  
students, to attend the 2016 WORLD  
OMEP CONFERENCE in Seoul, South  
Korea. It was a great experience to see  
so many people from all over the world 
come together and address how to teach 
sustainability to young children.
JN
HOMETOWN  
Pico Rivera, CA
MAJOR  
Environmental Science and Studies
Juan Navaro
’17
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Biology
CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES: Quaker Campus n  
2016 Scholarly Writing Prizes in English (2nd place) 
OFF-CAMPUS EXPERIENCE: Apprentice, St. Dorothy's  
Rest Camp and Retreat Center n AmeriCorp Member  
n
 Trained as a TypeII Wildland Firefighter
MJV
HOMETOWN  
Warrenville, IL
MAJOR  
Biology
Matthew J. Voegtle
’17
We hope to answer these questions by 
conducting A STUDY OF MYCORRHIZAL 
COLONIZATION of N. densiflorus and 
S. sempervirens individuals in areas 
with a mixed redwood forest-type, 
simulating the conditions of a recovering 
redwood forest.
RESEARCH PROJECT: I have worked with Professor Cinzia 
Fissore as her research assistant in the soils lab on a number 
of soil-related projects. This summer we sampled soils in the 
Los Padres National forest and will conduct a complete lab 
analysis related to Sudden Oak Death (SOD). 
The redwood forest ecosystem has been experiencing  
an extended (approximately 20 years) disturbance in the form of 
SOD, a disease caused by the amoebic pathogen Phytophthora 
ramorum, leading to the death of oak trees in the millions to 
date. Though an immediate concern from SOD induced tanoak 
tree (N. densiflorus) mortality is the increase of large dead and 
dry fuel load left by impacted tanoak, its consequences at an 
ecosystem-wide level are yet to be fully understood. Some, but 
relatively little current work is now focused on the way SOD 
may impact nutrient cycling and microbial community structure. 
Our general research questions are:  
  1   What impact might a reduction in overall  
mycorrhizal diversity due to SOD have on coastal 
redwood (S. sempervirens) seedlings? 
 2   Is there a detectable change in the arbuscular 
mycorrhizal community of redwoods resulting from the 
widespread loss of tanoaks? 
PLANS POST-GRADUATION: I hope to pursue a Ph.D.  
in the biological or chemical sciences.
RESEARCH PROJECT:  As the Yao Yuan Sze fellow, my 
research project focuses on the importance of serving the 
community-dwelling adult population in Whittier. While many 
students often center around helping children, my goal is to 
reach out to this senior population that has not received as 
much attention.
As a side community service project, I am teaching a 
traditional balance exercise program for seniors aged 65 years 
or above at the Whittier Senior Center. This exercise program 
is three times a week, for eight weeks. Participants perform 
balance exercises such as a single leg stance, tandem walking, 
and sit-to-stands. Throughout the eight weeks, I am noting 
down anecdotal information, such as how well they can put 
on their pants while standing on one leg or walk over a curb 
on the sidewalk. Thus, with this community service project, I 
am analyzing any progress or changes that have been made 
in participant’s ability and balance confidence level, and 
demonstrating the importance of reaching out to this population. 
K
3
Kinesiology
CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES: Kinesiology Club n  
Phi Epsilon Kappa Honors Fraternity n KNS Student Council n 
Cross Country n Center for Engagement with Communities  
Artemis Peer Mentor n Residential Advisor n College Recruiter
I am also a teaching assistant (TA) for an upper division 
kinesiology course, Motor Learning and Control. As a TA, 
I prepare the formatting guides for weekly labs and assist 
professor Kathy Barlow in the lab section.
OFF-CAMPUS EXPERIENCE: Internships with two 
orthopedic physical therapy clinics, a hand therapy clinic, 
and Rancho Los Amigos Rehabilitation Center. At Rancho, 
I worked with patients who have neurological disorders, 
including multiple sclerosis and cerebral vascular accidents 
(stroke). Interacting with these types of patients made me 
realize that when I become a physical therapist, I want to 
work with the stroke population.  
PLANS POST-GRADUATION: I plan to enter the  
doctorate of physical therapy program at Mount St. Mary's 
University. I ultimately want to work in a hospital with  
the older population. 
KW
HOMETOWN  
Sunnyvale, CA
MAJOR  
Kinesiology and Nutrition Science  
Katrina Wong
’17
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RESEARCH EXPERIENCE: Hurtado and Morales, along 
with Professor Lori Camparo and classmate Jasmine 
Romero ’16, undertook a research project examining 
the effectiveness of children’s Court School, a "pretrial 
preparation program”, located only in Las Vegas, Nev. 
The program intends to educate and reduce anxiety in 
children before they appear in court. 
The team sought to gauge the effectiveness of 
the educational component by examining children’s 
legal knowledge before and after the course. The team 
collected pre-tests, taught students the educational 
component, which consisted of a story that defined 
OFF-CAMPUS RESEARCH EXPERIENCE: Math 
and English tutor at Homework House, teaching 
assistant at Broadoaks School, statistics teaching 
assistant at Whittier, study abroad to Greece
PLANS POST-GRADUATION: Intern for LA 
County before applying to graduate school to 
earn a Ph.D. in psychology, with ultimate goal of 
becoming a child therapist
“ I am most proud of our research project: ‘A Minor is Someone Who Digs: Readying 
Children with Court School‘ because it gave our research team the opportunity to 
present at PSI CHI WHITTIER UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH CONFERENCE and  
at the WESTERN PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE where we received 
the PSI CHI REGIONAL RESEARCH AWARD for most promising research project. 
CO-CURRICULAR 
ACTIVITIES:  
Psi Chi (psychology 
honor society)  
n
 Enrichment 
Leader at Dexter 
Middle School
CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES:  
Thalian Society n Quaker Campus n  
Psi Chi (psychology honor society) 
PLANS POST-GRADUATION:  
Work with the FBI and eventually attend 
graduate school. 
and explained legal terms and processes, and then collected 
post-tests within two to three weeks after the preparation 
was given. The results of this study were positive and suggest 
that the educational component was successful in increasing 
the number of correct responses among children of all ages, 
while decreasing the number of incorrect responses among 
kindergartners, 3rd graders, and 5th graders. 
Furthermore, the results of a second study of legal 
professionals indicated that describing court schools as 
“education-programs” was perceived more positively than 
when described as “preparation-programs.”
Overall, findings from both studies generally supported the 
team’s hypotheses that the program has a positive effect in 
court proceedings involving children. The results of the study 
will now be added to the literature supporting the expansion 
of children’s Court Schools to other states. 
IM
HOMETOWN  
Los Angeles, CA
MAJOR  
Psychology (Social Work minor)
Ingrid Morales
’17
KH
HOMETOWN  
Los Angeles, CA
MAJOR  
Psychology (Spanish minor)
Kimberly Hurtado
’17
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Mathematics
“ I am very proud and grateful for the 
opportunity to have received the  
BARBARA ONDRASIK '57 AND DAVID 
GROCE FELLOWSHIP. Since starting my 
college career, I yearned for the opportunity 
to participate in research. To actually be in 
charge of my own project with the support  
of Whittier College and Dr. Kozek has been  
a humbling and rewarding experience.
CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES: 
CAAS Tutor n Whittier College 
Jazz Band n Pi Mu Epsilon 
(math honor society) 
RESEARCH EXPERIENCE: With Professor Mark Kozek, I am 
researching a special set of numbers called Eulerian Numbers. 
These have significant influence in a branch of mathematics 
known as combinatorics, which focuses on studying how to 
count particular mathematical structures. Our initial interest 
began with a manuscript, written by alumnus J. Donovan  
Dean ’52, outlining some interesting behaviors in these 
numbers. In other words, I am researching how and why the 
Eulerian Numbers behave the way they do.
OFF-CAMPUS EXPERIENCE:  Research Experience for 
Undergraduates program at Seattle University
PLANS POST-GRADUATION: Earn a Ph.D. in mathematics 
and work as a university professor. I would like to volunteer 
with the Peace Corps to share the joy and beauty of 
mathematics abroad.
PdC
HOMETOWN  
La Habra Heights, CA
MAJOR  
Mathematics (Physics minor)
Philip de Castro
’18
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RESEARCH EXPERIENCE: I work with Professor Seamus 
Lagan on research involving computational simulations  
of two-dimensional bubble rafts, a topic which can yield 
insights into the rheological properties of foams. We  
determined that the phi value (the fraction of the raft  
that is covered by bubbles) has a significant effect on the 
average stress on the bubbles for a particular strain rate.  
In addition, polydispersity (the distribution of bubble sizes  
in the raft) affects the relationship between strain and stress  
on the bubbles in the raft. 
 
OFF-CAMPUS RESEARCH EXPERIENCE: At Whittier,  
I learned to write code in Python, IDL, Maple, Matlab, and LaTeX, 
which prepared me for outside research. I was involved in an 
REU project at UCLA on the characterization of quantum dots 
using reflectometry-based impedance measurements. I was able 
to build a reflectometry circuit at room temperature that could be 
implemented in a dilution refrigerator to detect the movement 
of a single electron onto or off of a quantum dot. I also spent 
a summer at the Saban Research Institute, Children’s Hospital 
Los Angeles where I used IDL, Python, Matlab, and Strawberry 
Perl scripts to analyze DTI (diffusion tensor imaging) data. The 
purpose of this research was to determine the effects of radiation 
on the brain, particularly in children. 
PLANS POST-GRADUATION: Earn a Ph.D. in Physics.
CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES: Sigma Pi Sigma (physics 
honor society) n Pi Mu Epsilon (math honor society) n  
Vice President Engineering Team n Physics Club n Math Club
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Physics
SB
HOMETOWN  
Yorba Linda, CA
MAJOR Physics  
(Mathematics and English minor)
Supriya Bhupathy
’16
“ I’m happy that I CHOSE MY OWN 
PATH IN COLLEGE AND GAVE MYSELF 
TIME TO MAKE DECISIONS. If I had 
not come to Whittier College, I do not 
think that I would have discovered my 
interest in physics. It was as much a 
product of the environment, professors, 
and other students as it was my own 
interest in the subject that led me to 
pursue a physics degree.
RN
HOMETOWN  
Honolulu, HI
MAJOR Chemistry  
(Biology and Economics minor)
Ryan Nakamura
’17
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Chemistry
WHITTIER COLLEGE RESEARCH: I, along with Professor of 
Chemistry Devin Iimoto and research partner Rachel Moran ‘18, 
are conducing research that involves two enzymes known 
as Cytochrome P450 (CYP450) 1A1 and 1B1 and a variety 
of substituted linear triazene molecules. The CYP450 family 
of enzymes is prevalent in a number of human tissue types 
where common cancers occur, such as skin, colon, and breast 
cancers. The goal of this research is to identify potential 
inhibitors of the CYP450 1A1 and 1B1 enzymes. 
As part of this research, our team has synthesized several 
linear triazene molecules to test their effectiveness as a 
potential inhibitor of the CYP450 enzymes. In preliminary 
screenings, we have seen upwards of 80% inhibition by 
several triazenes. We are very excited with these results,  
as they show a lot of promise for medicinal applications.  
This would be a new, innovative approach in treating certain 
types of cancers. Instead of targeting existing cancerous 
cells, this research would look into targeting the enzymes 
responsible for converting healthy cells to cancerous ones.
Our team will present these findings at a conference for 
undergraduate chemistry research in the spring. 
CO-CURRICULAR 
ACTIVITIES:  
Poet Baseball n  
Nu Mu Rho 
(chemistry honor 
society)
OFF-CAMPUS RESEARCH EXPERIENCE:  
The Hawaii Pacific Health Summer Student Research 
Program gave me the opportunity to delve into the 
intricacies of clinical research, surgical procedures, 
and the everyday lives of practicing physicians. Over 
the course of this eight-week program I have grown 
tremendously as a scholar and as an aspiring physician.  
PLANS POST-GRADUATION: Pursue a career in 
orthopedic surgery.
E40
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MEMBERS OF THIS SOCIETY set the standard for annual charitable contributions to Whittier College through their 
generous giving, and we proudly recognize their leadership support . This Honor Roll recognizes donors who made 
gifts between July 1, 2015 and June 30, 2016 .
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•  James L . and Charlane Dunkelman FF
•  James A . Ehlers ’92 FF
•  William R . and Adele  
(Perdew) Enright ’76 FF
•  Ramsey A . ’74 and Janine  
(Yokochi) Ezaki ’73 
•  James R . Ferrante ’93 FF
•  John K . (WLS ’93) and  
Jeanette Fitzgerald FF
•  Mr . John Leslie ’55 and Mrs . Sandi Fox
•  William R . ’64 and Sally Francis FF
•  Donna Gedge ’67 FF
•  Don W . Gilbert ’79 FF
•  Bradley R . Gilchrist ’07 FF
•  Robert F . Goeke FF
•  Stuart E . ’56 and  
Jane (Soderberg) Gothold ’55 FF
•  Evan Green FF
•  Robert A . Grossman ’80 FF
•  Ivan T . ’59 and Jacklyn A . Guevara FF
•  John E . Hall ’67 FF
•  Mitsuo ’63 and Kathleen Hamada FF
•  Mallory (Hall) Harris ’76 FF
•  Rita S . Hays ’62 FF
•  Ernest J . Hernandez FF
•  Donald J . ’74 and Sheryl Herrema
•  Watt G . ’49 and Eunice Hill FF
•  Carol (Hunnicutt) Holt ’54 FF
•  Erich W . ’69 and Patricia Jahnke FF
•  Leslie S . Jenkin ’75 FF
•  D . Dwayne ’54 and Mary  
(Barnard) Keyes ’57 FF
•  David B . ’73 and Danielle D . Kilpatrick
•  Michael C . and Nancy (Spencer) Kirk ’76 FF
•  William B . Kountz, Jr . ’56 
•  Kathryn Krumm
•  John G . ’80 and Sandra G . Lejay FF
•  Jere W . Lowe ’63 FF
•  John R . Martineau ’66 FF
•  Dr . Richard K . Mastain ’49 and  
Mrs . Mary Steele Mastain ’49 FF
•  Alec J . ’71 and Maren E . McBarnet
•  Michael J . and Gail McBride FF
•  Ray W . ’54 and Nancy McMullen FF
•  Paul D . ’76 and Kathleen McNulty FF
•  Shirley Medeiros 
•  Jack A . Mele ’43 FF
•  Susan J . Mickiewicz ’71 FF
•  Michael P . Milbank, CLU, ChFC, AEP ’65 FF
•  C .E . and Kathleen (Mitchell) Miller ’56 FF
•  Eugene S . and Dorothy W . Mills FF
•  James C . ’57 and  
Alice (Rosene) Mitchell ’61 FF
•  William S . ’80 and  
Jacqueline (Chang) Mok ’82 FF
•  Paul F . ’68 and Connie C . Moore FF
•  Philip F . and Leda (Mintzer) Muller ’88 FF
•  Cy Nakamoto FF
•  David Nation ’85 FF
•  Anne (Coburn) O’Mara, MSW ’56 FF
•  Kevin C . ’87 and Michelle T . Osborn FF
•  Boone B . Owens, Ph .D . ’54 
•  Larry J . Owens ’93
•  Ernie Z . Park, Esq . FF
•  Lawrence H . and Gloria (Willey) Parker ’57 
•  Bharat P . and Ragini B . Patel FF
•  Jane (Warren) Patton ’54 FF
•  Barbara (Jones) Peck ’57 FF
•  Gordon K . ’50 and Evelyn K . Pedersen FF
•  James R . ’58 and Ann (Larson) Peter ’59 FF
•  Frank A . ’61 and Ann (Dahlitz) Piani ’63 FF
•  Arturo C . ’71 and  
Nina (Ramondelli) Porzecanski FF
•  James B . Proett, LTC USAF (Ret) ’66 FF
•  T . Michael ’62 and Margaret Quinn FF
•  Theodore E . Rasmussen, Jr . ’54 FF
•  David L . ’61 and  
Sandra (Sorensen) Rhone ’62 FF
•  Robert H . ’58 and Katherine (Reedall) 
Roemmele ’58 FF
•  William B . ’72 and Candace A . Rollins FF
•  Adam J . ’92 and Noelle Rosenberg FF
•  Boyard Rowe ’56 FF
•  Charles F . Alessi and  
Alexis A . Ruiz-Alessi ’76 FF
•  Merilyn “Lyn” (Johnson) Sandahl ’53 FF
•  Damon and Martha Santos FF
•  Orman and Victoria (Emigh) Sartwell ’66 FF
•  Christy A . Sasiela ’90 FF
•  J . C . and Mei Ling M . Shackelton 
•  Robert T . and Nancy  
(Heldrich) Sievert ’56 FF
•  Thomas and Marie  
(Pizzorno) Simpson, PhD ’85 FF
•  David M . ’61 and Nancy Smith FF
•  Raymond F . and Ann Smith FF
•  Susan Solsby ’62 FF
•  Alfred W . Stoll ’49 FF
•  Anthony A . ’93 and Audra Strickland 
•  Richard F . ’68 and  
Melinda (Harnois) Sullivan ’68 FF
•  Lloyd Sun
•  James D . ’71 and Janet  
(Popoff) Surina ’71 FF
•  John H . and Pamela  
(Williams) Taylor ’65 FF
•  James K . Thomann ’60 FF
•  Robert C . Tidd ’41 FF
•  Jose F . and Fanny C . Torres FF
•  Brad Triebsch
•  A . Richard ’60 and  
Catherine S . Trueblood FF
•  Janet (Dunham) Turner ’55 FF
•  Marc P . and Yolanda (Juarez) Umeda ’93 FF
•  Dennis H . and Linda (Baum) Upton ’64 FF
•  James K . Walton ’73 and  
Eileen M . Albanese FF
•  Martha (Fletcher) Weaver ’45 FF
•  Mary L . Weaver ’72 FF
•  Dennis North and Judith (Hay)  
Wiggins-North ’64 FF
•  Shuzo Yamamoto ’73 FF
•  Vincent J . ’91 and Deborah  
(Hansen) Yasaki ’91 FF
•  Robert C . ’65 and Judith  
(Gates) Yeager ’64 FF
PROUD POET PARENTS
(Gifts of $1,000 to $2,999 from parents 
of Whittier College students)
•  Patrick K . and Adriana C . Bailleul FF
•  Stephen D . Arnold and  
Laurie R . Bauman FF
•  Fred E . and Diane M . Bowden 
•  Harold Brockman and Cindy Smith FF
•  Jon T . and Susanne H . Dayton FF
•  Craig W . and Kelley J . Dobbs FF
•  David S . Boyce and Mary Lou Dymski FF
•  Tony and Sue I . Farrow
•  Thomas A . and Karen M . Gammiere FF
•  D’ette Greer
•  Robert B . and Joanne B . Hagmann FF
•  Mary A . Harwood FF
•  Stephen J . and Darlene S . Hemington FF
•  Jesus H . and Nina D . Ilog
•  Eric T . Jones FF
•  Pairojana and Maria D . Khowploum
•  Lee and Catherine Kissel
•  Larry and Jacque Knupp
•  James M . and Elizabeth D . Lynch FF
•  Rodolfo M . Murillo Crosthwaite  
and Alva R . Murillo 
•  Gregory and Linda Nakamura
•  David Newman and Vanessa Christman FF
•  Hugh K . and Anne R . O'Donnell 
•  Daniel and Joan Park
•  Bruce and Deanna Peterson FF
•  Mr . and Mrs . Thomas W . Phillips FF
•  John O . and Evelyn G . Pohlmann FF
•  Wayne D . Resnick and Hoa Le-Resnick
•  Rick L . and Patricia A . Schraeder FF 
•  Bedi A . and Bharathi G . Singh FF
•  Christopher P . and Aniko M . Somogyi
•  John K . Sudick and Komal P . Grover-Sudick
•  William J . and Karla J . Thiele FF
•  Mark T . and Wanda S . Tsumaki FF
•  Roger and Juanita Whyte
•  Janet L . Wiesen
•  Michael F . ’85 and Betsy W . Wood FF
•  Nancy E . Woodward FF
•  James and Gamble Yeung
KEY 
* Deceased
FF Faithful Friend 2 to 9 years
FF Faithful Friend 10 to 24 years
FF Faithful Friend 25+ years
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More photos 
of the summer 
tour at whittier.
edu/morerock. 
And follow up 
on Facebook 
for future event 
information.
SEE
POET NATION SUMMER TOUR
WHITTIER ALUMNI GATHER IN FIVE REGIONS
Over the summer, the Office of Alumni Programs and Giving traveled around the country meeting with Whittier College alumni who came 
together to show their Poet spirit. Stops included the Waialae Country 
Club in Honolulu, Hawai’i, hosted by Steven Ai ’76 and the Hawaii Alumni 
Chapter; National Press Club in Washington D.C., hosted by Steve ’83 and 
Kathy (Weber) Weston ’83; Matthiasson Family Vineyard in Napa, Calif., 
hosted by Stephen ’91 and Jill Matthiasson; and the home of Suzanne 
(Swanson) ’55 and Dale Burger in Los Angeles. In addition, Seattle area 
alumni boarded the Freemont Avenue for a tour of Lake Union, Portage Bay, 
and Lake Washington. At each destination there was one constant theme: 
“Whittier College alumni are the best.”
Gracious hosts, spirited alumni, new Poets, and the Whittier  
professors—Professor of Theatre Gil Gonzalez, Professor 
of Political Science Mike “Doc” McBride, Professor of 
History Laura McEnaney, and Professor of History Nat 
Zappia—who joined alumni on the road, made this an 
extraordinary summer tour.
NAPA
WASHINGTON, D.C.
WASHINGTON, D.C.
LOS ANGELES
HONOLULU
SEATTLE
We already know there are thousands of planets 
orbiting distant stars, but to find an Earth-mass 
planet in a temperate zone around our nearest 
neighbor is just mind-blowing.
— PHYSICS GRADUATE CHRIS MARVIN ’09
As a Whittier student, Marvin worked 
with physics professor Glenn Piner 
researching quasars—extremely bright 
celestial objects that are powered by black 
holes that are hundreds of thousands to 
billions times bigger than our Sun. 
Marvin, who is now finishing his 
Ph.D. in astronomy at the University of 
Goettingen in Germany, credits Whittier 
with providing him with the foundations 
to work in astrophysics.
“The great thing is that the 
professors make sure to put an emphasis 
on fundamentally understanding 
concepts, which has helped me 
tremendously more than just rote 
learning problems,” Marvin added.
That “transitional region... like an 
eternal twilight,” as Marvin called it, 
”would be a very interesting region to 
find out about.”
Looking toward the future, the 
paper notes that Proxima b offers 
the chance to take direct photos and 
high-resolution spectroscopy of a 
relatively close interstellar neighbor in 
the next decades, “and possibly robotic 
exploration in the coming centuries.” 
In 2014, Marvin was also involved 
in the discovery of two planets orbiting 
Kapteyn’s star, a nearby halo red dwarf. 
One of those planets, a temperate super-
Earth called Kapteyn b, also lies in that 
star’s habitable zone.
The recent discovery of a potentially habitable planet orbiting Proxima 
Centauri, the star closest to the Sun, has 
captured the imagination of not only 
scientists, but also the public at large. 
The planet, which is about the size of 
Earth, has been christened “Proxima b.”
This exciting discovery is owed in 
part to a Whittier College physics graduate 
Chris Marvin ’09 who is a member of 
the team lead by astronomer Guillem 
Anglada-Escudé, which published an 
article in the scientific journal Nature. 
“We already know there are 
thousands of planets orbiting distant 
stars, but to find an Earth-mass  
planet in a temperate zone around our 
nearest neighbor is just mind-blowing,”  
Marvin said.
In Silla, Chile, Marvin helped 
observe Proxima Centauri using a high-
resolution spectrograph installed on a 
telescope and got a good idea of the 
length of Proxima b’s orbit. The radius of 
its orbit puts the planet “squarely in the 
center of the classical habitable zone,” 
where temperatures allow for water to 
remain a liquid on the planet's surface, 
according to the paper.
Despite potential places to splash 
around on Proxima b, living on the planet 
would be a lot different from Earth. 
For one, it has an 11-day year. Also, 
astronomers believe Proxima b is likely 
“tidally locked,” meaning that the same 
side of the planet always faces Proxima 
Centauri. That also means there are three 
distinct zones on the planet: the side 
that faces the star basks in eternal light, 
the side that faces away is plunged into 
eternal night, and the band between 
them is always stuck at dawn or dusk.
 d   PROXIMA B. 
Artist’s impression  
of the planet orbiting 
Proxima Centauri .
ALUMNUS HELPS DISCOVER POTENTIALLY  
HABITABLE, NEARBY PLANET
POETS ON THE FOREFRONT 
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BREAKING NEW GROUND IN THE CULINARY WORLD
POETS ON THE FOREFRONT 
proven useful in the competitive world 
of culinary entrepreneurship.
After graduating, Díaz made a  
name for himself in the Los Angeles  
food world as the founder of Cook’s 
Tortas, Dorados Ceviche Bar, and 
Guisados Tacos, once called the “city’s  
most exciting Mexican restaurants” by 
Los Angeles Magazine. 
Continuing his work with traditional 
Mexican food with flair, Díaz now owns 
three restaurants in his hometown of 
Whittier: Bizarra Capital, Colonia Tacos 
Guisados, and Colonia Publica. Pulitzer 
“I grew up in the business,” he said. 
“… When you spend that much time 
in restaurants or around a business-
centered family, it gets into your blood.”
At Whittier College, Díaz majored  
in business administration but enjoyed 
exposure to a wide array of subjects, 
and realized he was there “as a 
sponge…to observe knowledge, which 
I’ve always liked to do.” Business 
professor Jeff Decker, in particular, 
taught him a great deal, including 
how to learn from the real world and 
on-the-fly, skills that no doubt have 
By the end of 2016, Ricardo Díaz ’93 will be the owner of three popular 
restaurants, the mastermind behind 
three others, and potentially the owner 
of a brewery. Four years ago, he was one 
of LA Magazine’s Chefs of the Year. 
But before all that, he was a  
9-year-old boy spending weekends  
and summers helping his family in  
their seafood restaurant, El Siete Mares.  
There, he learned the ropes of the 
grueling business, from going to the fish 
market with his grandfather at 3 a.m.  
to learning how to prepare fish.
Prize-winning food critic Jonathan Gold 
referred to this culinary trinity as “Díaz’s 
Eastside restaurant empire.” 
Grounded in traditional Mexican 
recipes, Bizarra Capital offers diners a 
unique experience. Service begins with 
an amuse-bouche—a tiny portion of the 
soup of the day—instead of the typical 
chips and salsa. Diaz aims at introducing 
patrons to more varieties of Mexican food: 
“I build restaurants that I want to go to. 
I want to have my soup, I want to have 
my saucy, rich sandwiches. I don’t want 
to just eat carne asada and machaca, like 
weekend barbecue food; I want to eat 
guisados, like we make at home.” 
Díaz has been filing away his 
culinary concepts for years, sometimes 
a decade, working through them. “And 
then I find the place that becomes 
available,” Díaz said, “and it’s like OK, 
which of these concepts that I have been 
thinking about would go great here.”
At Colonia Publica, fideo tops the 
menu. The customizable bowl is a 
Mexican dish of wispy noodles, toasted 
in a little oil before being introduced 
to a simmering broth. With its wide 
selection of toppings, from chorizo to 
cheeses to shrimp, fideo encourages 
experimentation. And Díaz would love for 
people to try something new.
“I think a lot of food that we stay away 
from, people that don’t eat tomato, people 
that don’t eat onion, people that don’t eat 
celery, it’s because they haven’t had any 
dish where it’s fantastic,” Díaz said. “When 
you do that, that’s when you get your 
‘aha!’ moment and you change. And you 
know, I really want people to try.”
Now, Díaz turns his attention to 
building Whittier Brewing Company and 
another project that would expand to 
other cities.
“You can take Mexican food around 
the world,” Díaz said “… The rest of the 
United States is very taco deficient, or 
quality taco deficient.”    
I build restaurants that I want to go to. I want to have my soup, I want to have 
my saucy, rich sandwiches. I don’t want to just eat carne asada and machaca, 
like weekend barbecue food; I want to eat guisados, like we make at home.
— RICARDO DÍAZ ’93
47
POET
POETTO
W
46 THE ROCK FALL/WINTER 2016
C
LA
S
S
 N
O
TE
S
CLASS NOTES
’41
At 96, Grace Koopman is still fueled with energy . A 
resident of Redmond, Wash ., she has been traveling 
and enjoying time with her beloved friends and family . 
’50
Wally Kincaid will be posthumously inducted into the 
2017 American Baseball Coaches Association (ABCA) 
Hall of Fame at the ABCA Convention in January . Kincaid 
coached baseball and basketball at Downey High 
School and later became the first head baseball coach 
at Cerritos College . Many of his former players moved 
on to the professional ranks, while others moved on to 
become coaches . He passed away in 2015 .
’51  
Carolyn Beauchamp self-
published two children’s books, 
The House on the Nickel and A Nut 
Fell Down. W Joan G. Ostrom-
Main and her husband Jake Main 
spend summers at their condo on 
the beach near San Luis Obispo, 
Calif . and the rest of the year in 
La Quinta, Calif . 
’53   Class Agent W Mrs. Florence V. Morrison
Margaret Witthuhn ’53 and husband Bill Witthuhn ’50 
are alive and well in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho spending 
fun times with family and friends . 
PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION 
RAY McCRAY ’70 was recognized as 
Professional of the Year at the 2016 Tracy 
Chamber of Commerce Gala . A native of Tracy, 
Calif ., McCray is a financial adviser who 
concentrates on retirement programs and has 
served as Tracy’s city treasurer since 1995 . A 
member of the California Municipal Treasurers 
Association, he is credited with playing an 
important role in helping guide city finances 
through the challenging times of the past 
two decades .
Before entering the financial services field, 
he was a legislative aide in Sacramento and 
later administrative assistant to San Joaquin 
County Supervisor Adrian Fondse .
McCray has been a member of the boards 
of the San Joaquin County Fair and the San 
Joaquin County Schools Foundation . He 
is a founding member of the board of the 
Community Foundation of San Joaquin . 
’61  
In spring 2016, the Class of 1961 Endowed Scholarship 
was awarded to sophomore psychology major Kellen 
Hitzel from Corona, Calif . This scholarship has enabled 
students to benefit from extraordinary opportunities as 
they pursue their education at Whittier . To learn more 
about how to support this scholarship contact Marian 
Goodson via therock@whittier .edu . 
’62  Class Agent W Mrs. Janice M. (Letts) Gordon
Still having fun together, Robbie Robinson  
and Donna Teter-Robinson celebrated their  
53rd anniversary on August 25 .  
’66
Ralph Swearngin’s book, The Inner Game of 
Officiating: It’s All About You, about the inner resources 
that sports officials can use to effectively carry out 
their controversial duties, was recently published . 
’67  Class Agent W Ann “Hansen” Burge
The Golden Anniversary for the Class of 1967 is 
less than a year away—the weekend of October 28, 
2017 . Ann (Hansen) Burge and Mike Younger are 
co-chairing the reunion committee . Please contact 
Ann at annmburge@gmail .com with questions, 
suggestions, or changes of contact information . Be 
on the lookout for more information and connect with 
classmates on Facebook, simply search for “Whittier 
College Class of 1967 .” W Jane Honikman received 
the Education Advocate BRAVO award from the Santa 
Barbara Chapter of National Association of Women 
Business Owners . 
ALUMNUS HONORED BY USA’S TRACK AND FIELD ORGANIZATION
In recognition of his significant contribution to American track and field, TOM TELLEZ ’55 (right) 
received the USA Track and Field (USATF) Legend Coach Award during a ceremony held at the U .S . Olympic 
Trials, in Eugene, Ore .
A two-time U .S . National Team head coach, 22-year head coach at the University of Houston, and 
mentor to Olympic gold medalists and countless NCAA champions, Tellez was a sprinter at Whittier College 
as well as a halfback and defensive back for the Poet football program .
Through two tenures as the USATF International head coach, Tellez’s United States track & field teams led 
all nations in overall medal count including the most gold medals . Tellez also helped lead the U .S . to 10 gold 
medals and 26 total podiums at the 3rd IAAF World Championships in Tokyo, Japan, while picking up 55 medals 
(26 gold) at the 1987 Pan American Games in Indianapolis .
’69  
Professor Michael Collings was awarded the 2016 
Grand Master Award at the World Horror Convention . 
Previous winners include Anne Rice, Ray Bradbury, 
and Stephen King . 
For the past 25 years, 
Collings has taught 
literature, composition, 
and creative writing at 
Pepperdine University . 
As an educator, literary 
scholar and critic, 
poet, novelist, essayist, 
columnist, reviewer, 
and editor, his work 
over three decades has concentrated on science fiction, 
fantasy, and horror .
’70
Twelve classmates—Mary Nimocks, Ann Allen 
Wray, Kathy Barney Willott, Meredy Pulliam Halen, 
Lizbeth (Gigi) Rogers Olsten, Estelle Kau Inn and 
Norm Wray ’68—their partners, and one grandchild 
gathered together in Ewa Beach, Hawaii for a mini 
reunion . Everyone, except Norm, met their freshmen year 
in Stauffer Hall and have been great friends ever since .
’71
Dr. Arturo C. Porzecanski was profiled in the winter 
2016 edition of NIH MedlinePlus magazine for his 
many years of “indispensable” collaboration with 
researchers at the National Institutes of Health who 
have been studying the rare disease from which he 
suffers, the Systemic Capillary Leak Syndrome . In 
2008, Porzecanski established, recruited, and has 
since led a network of SCLS patients from around the 
world through the website RareShare .org, thereby 
“crowdsourcing” NIH with needed medical histories, 
blood and tissue samples, and volunteers to enable 
research on their often fatal malady .
WHITTIER.EDU
’72
Retired teacher Patricia Simonian recently returned 
from a trip to London and Armenia . She spends a lot 
of time with grandsons Ryan and Nick . 
’73   
Retired Nevada appeals officer Deborah Scott 
Gallagher is living in Middleburg, Va . and spends her 
time refurbishing her 1929 cottage home, working 
as manager of a local food pantry that serves the 
surrounding rural villages and farms, and spends time 
with sons Matt and Luke, and daughter-in-law Annie . 
She sends her gratitude to all who donated to the 
Orthogonian scholarship fund established in honor of 
her parents, R. Adm. John Scott ’42 and Mrs. Velma 
Ramsey Scott ’42 . 
’74  Class Agent W Joe M. Ulrey
Jane Maryozing is on a semi retirement work 
schedule, having worked as a physical therapist 
since graduation . W Carol Tenopir, a regarded 
scholar in library and information sciences, has been 
COACHING GLOBALLY 
Head men’s basketball coach at the College of the Canyons HOWARD FISHER ’91 was appointed as head 
coach for the youth men’s basketball team for Team USA . Fisher will lead a team of 12 athletes to compete 
in Israel, July 4-17, 2017 . The World Maccabiah Games are the world’s third largest international sporting 
event, with over 9,000 total participants representing over 75 nations . 
“My excitement to coach in Israel is fueled by the previous experiences I had and the relationships 
developed as a basketball coach at the Maccabi Australia International Games in 2006 and the 11th Pan 
American Maccabi Games in 2007 in Buenos Aires, Argentina,” said Fisher .
Fisher has had a lifelong involvement in basketball, beginning with a collegiate career at Pierce 
College, and then attending Whittier 
College . After graduation, he played 
overseas as a member of an all-star 
team that traveled to China, Hong 
Kong, and Macau . Fisher joined College 
of the Canyons as an Assistant Coach 
in 1989, then was promoted to Head 
Coach in 2000 . He has lead his teams to 
back-to-back Western State Conference 
Championships in 2004 and 2005, and 
titles in 2007 and 2013, while also 
earning Coach of the Year honors during 
those seasons . Coach Fisher is also 
the current President of the California 
Community College Men’s Basketball 
Coaches Association .
selected as the Fulbright-Nokia Distinguished Chair in 
Information and Communications Technologies for the 
2016-2017 academic year . Tenopir currently serves as 
Chancellor's Professor and the CCI Board of Visitors 
Professor at University of Tennessee, Knoxville’s 
School of Information Sciences .
1975’75
Educator Rick Rayburn retired from a nearly  
40-year-long career in education . Most recently, 
he served as superintendent of the Lemoore Union 
Elementary School District . He first joined the school 
district in Anaheim, Calif . as a principal at Lemoore 
Elementary School .
’76
Elementary school teacher Patty (Israel) Montgomery 
retired after 38 years of teaching . She and husband 
Bruce travel several weeks a year, and volunteer at the 
Buena Vista Audubon Nature Center and Torrey Pines 
State Reserve . 
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topic . Clark and her musician husband Brackett Clark 
live on the coast of Maine with their two daughters, 
pocket beagle, and an unfriendly cat . 
’90  Class Agent W Kevin Marshall 
Tom A. Darnold was recognized by the El Paso 
(Texas) Bar Association as the outstanding State 
Attorney for 2014-2015 . 
’98  Class Agent W Keristofer D. Seryani 
Whittier College collections management librarian 
Mike Garabedian wrote a two-part article, “Curating 
Collective Collections—Shared Print and the Books as 
Artifact,” published in the library journal Against the 
Grain and was selected by the Statewide California 
Electronic Library Consortium to attend the 30th 
anniversary Campus Compact Conference in Boston . 
’01
Daisy Pinedo and her fiancé Dennis Sharp were 
graced with a beautiful baby girl, Kenzie Lane Sharp 
on October 14, 2015 . W Dave Hanson and Hillary 
Burgess Hanson were married in 2014 in Killarney, 
Ireland . They currently live in New York with their dog 
Bowie . Hanson works as a writer and actor with regular 
appearances on Inside Amy Schumer, the feature film 
Trainwreck, and various Off Broadway shows . He is also 
an internationally published and produced playwright . 
His full length comedy Waiting For Waiting For Godot 
opened in London at the St James’ Theatre in 2016 . 
The play was also published for sale in Britain and the 
U .S . W Selina Stewart is the new executive director of 
La Habra Convalescent Hospital, a skilled nursing and 
’77
Susie Atwood, former Olympic medalist swimmer, is 
celebrating 25 years as a State Farm agent in Long Beach, 
Calif . Atwood competed in the 1968 and 1972 Olympics . 
’85  
Jim Waddell is still working for Emerald Bay 
Community Association and enjoys free time with  
wife Janine and son James .
’88  
Emmanuel Vitrac 
and Beatrice Vitrac 
welcomed daughter 
Camille, born in 
Mauritius on May 25, 
2015 . The family has 
since moved to the 
southern region of 
France where Emmanuel 
is a management 
consultant, assisting 
companies with their European commercial 
development and marketing . 
 ’89
Carey S. Clark received tenure and promotion to 
Associate Professor at the University of Maine, 
Augusta . She joined the faculty to develop UMA’s 
bachelors in nursing science completion program from 
a holistic perspective . Clark has over 20 published 
articles and numerous national presentations on the 
MAKING HIS VOICE HEARD
JEB “NERF” GUDAS FREEDMAN ’97 was named as one of 
the “Top 25 Rock Radio Programmers” by Billboard magazine . 
The featured programmers were identified by label executives 
surveyed by Billboard as among the most influential in getting 
exposure for new rock repertoire . 
“The policy [at KTCL] is, we listen to everything,” said 
Freedman in an interview with the magazine . “‘Everything‘ means 
local bands, unsigned bands, and indie bands—which is how 
KTCL launched Denver’s Nathaniel Rateliff & The Night Sweats 
onto iHeartMedia’s national On the Verge showcase program .”
Freedman is regional vice president of events and strategic 
partnerships and afternoon drive personality at iHeartMedia in 
Denver as well as program director at KTCL Denver . 
According to his official bio, Freedman got into radio 
because of his love for music . 
FOR THE LOVE OF 
FOOTBALL, MEDICINE,  
AND ACTING
DELPANEAUX WILLS ‘98 loves three 
things in life: football, medicine, and acting . 
But acting wasn’t always part of the picture . 
Wills, who was raised in Sierra Leone and will 
appear in a forthcoming film RYDE, discovered 
his acting chops during his time at Whittier .
Early on, Wills had his eyes set toward a 
career in medicine and majored in biology . He 
also played wide receiver for the Poet football 
program alongside fellow actor Goeff Stults . 
Wills eventually gravitated toward acting 
and auditioned for a couple College plays, 
but didn’t get a part from the get-go . Not 
discouraged, Wills volunteered to help build 
stages and work the concession stand so he 
could watch the plays for free . This exposure 
to the theatre was valuable and helped him 
learn some of the basics . Eventually, his hard 
work paid off and he got the chance to do 
Shakespeare at Whittier . He also started doing 
regional theater around Los Angeles . 
Since graduation Wills has added several 
television and film credits to his name 
including recent roles in Criminal Minds and 
How to Get Away With Murder.
’11
Matthew Castaneda serves as director of admissions 
and marketing for domestic and international student 
recruitment and international program director at 
South Hills Academy in West Covina, Calif . He has 
traveled extensively including Vietnam, Colombia, 
Russia, Taiwan, and Istanbul . 
’14
Damaris Dubon received her first post-graduation 
professional award, the Star Performer Award at 
Madame Tussauds Hollywood . W Sharon Kikinis 
recently earned her first film credit for the film 
Pee-Wee’s Big Holiday, a Netflix Original produced by 
Apatow Productions, and has been accepted to the 
Television Academy . W Sarah Nelson was promoted 
to human resources coordinator at the Pilgrim Media 
Group . She also worked as a stage manager for a play 
in Beverly Hills .
’15
Shannon Aiko Rose Tsumaki was named 2016 Miss 
Western Los Angeles . Last July, she represented the 
Venice Japanese Community Center and West Los 
Angeles JACL in the Nisei Week Pageant in Little 
Tokyo . She is employed at Northrop Grumman as a 
program cost schedule and control analyst . 
’07  Class Agent W Kelsey Marie Wuornos 
Gabriella Capucetti and Augustine Gomez '06  
were married on June 25, 2016 in San Gabriel, Calif . 
Their bridal party included six Poet alumni . (L-R)  
Rob Ortega ’05, Ruben Sahagun ’06, Sarah  
Furman ’07, Joey Bravo, Cyndi Morales ’07, 
Augustine Gomez ’06, Gabriella Capucetti ’07,  
and Trevor Cleveland ’05 . 
’10
Violet J. Ruiz ’10 and Adil Khan ’13 recently tied 
the knot surrounded by family and friends, including 
numerous Whittier classmates and Athenian sisters . 
Khan was recently tasked with running the family 
business, prompting a move to Pakistan . Ruiz is 
attending American University and trying to learn 
Urdu and Punjabi . “We bleed purple and gold and 
were overjoyed when our younger brother, Kaamil 
Amir Khan ’20 decided to attend Whittier College!” 
rehabilitation facility . Stewart transferred from Mirada 
Hills Rehabilitation Hospital in La Mirada after having 
led that facility to great success over the course of the 
last few years . Stewart has worked in senior care for 13 
years, almost 10 years as an administrator . She currently 
resides in Whittier with her son, Alexander .
’03
Monique Marquez married Stephen Silvestri on 
November 7, 2015 at the Los Angeles Athletic Club  
in Los Angeles, Calif . They are currently living in  
Signal Hill, Calif . 
’04  Class Agent W Tami Hallman-Neavez 
French teacher Danielle Farve was awarded a 
grant by the French embassy during the California 
Language Teachers Association Awards Ceremony . The 
grant includes a two-week 
professional development 
course in Besançon, France . 
W Melissa (Hansen) 
Rencehausen and husband 
Brandon Rencehausen 
welcomed the birth of their 
beautiful daughter, Amelia 
Rose Rencehausen, born on 
December 6, 2015 . 
’05  Class Agent W Margo Chilless 
Matt Carter ’05 has joined the RE/MAX Realty 
Affiliates office in Gardnerville, Calif . A 10-year agent, 
Carter is licensed in California and Nevada and over 
the past two years has closed about 150 transactions . 
He interned for Intuit and worked for a Fortune 500 
company before diving into real estate and making it 
a full-time career .
PRESERVING THE NATION'S HERITAGE
DESIREE RAMIREZ’S ’10 passion in life involves working with the nation’s treasured historic 
collections with the ultimate goal of protecting this precious material for future generations .
As a Whittier College history major, Ramirez interned at the Catalina Island Museum and 
Whittier Historical Society, experiences that ultimately led her to her chosen profession . Since 
then she’s worked with the National Archives and Records Administration in College Park, 
Maryland and the National Parks Service (NPS) . At NPS she’s been stationed at Rocky Mountain, 
Yosemite, and Grand Teton . These placements have allowed Ramirez to not only “cherish the 
beauty of her surroundings but also experience the joy of holding their history in her hands .”
She currently works as an archivist for both Teton Science Schools and Grand Teton 
National Park . After Whittier, Ramirez earned an M .A . in Historical Administration at Eastern 
Illinois University . 
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Susan Stuber Bartholomew ’61, August 15, 2016
Roberta June (Bobbe) Brown ‘47, August 16, 2016
William “Bill” E. Brown ’52, April 1, 2016 
Richard “Dick” John Busse ’62, May 30, 2016
Robert C. Carlson ’53, April 16, 2016
Derell L. Chambers ’55, June 22, 2016
Raymond E. “Bud” Chapman ’51, June 14, 2016
Violet R. Chappelow ’45, February 12, 2016
Jean Crossan Clapperton ’42, June 2016
Orville G. Cope, III ’55, April 25, 2016
Maxwell Cox ’57, November 8, 2015
Zane Weston de Arakal ’51, May 2, 2016
Danny S. Downs ’86, March 3, 2016 
Marian H. Goe ’77, January 21, 2016
Penelope M. Goodkind ’50, March 20, 2016
Benjamin P. Granger ’53, January 9, 2016
Margaret I. Houpt ’37, February 29, 2016
Richard Lee Johnson ’67, January 2016
Annabelle Lois Krumm ’46, April 30, 2016
Charles C. Maitre ’52, June 13, 2016
Jean A. Miller ’71, February 10, 2016
Frances R. O’Connor ’46, June 3, 2015
David L. Reinman ’49, April 2, 2016
Matilda Carol Rhea ’46, December 5, 2015
Paul Salazar ’00, March 15, 2016
Louise B. Saurenman ’42, January 9, 2016
Betty Shears ’41, February 18, 2016
Colleen S. Shuler ’47, July 3, 2016
Phyllis J. Six ’52, May 1, 2016
Nelle G. Slater ’50, June 27, 2016
David M. Stiller ’53, February 21, 2016
Roger A. Weiss ’53, April 28, 2016
Barbara A. Walker ’60, May 19, 2016
Robert W. Zabel ’58, March 8, 2016
TRUSTEES EMERITI 
Richard H. Deihl ’49, D.B.A. ’84
Alfred J. Gobar ’53, M.A. ’55, Ph.D.,  
 L.H.D ’05, P ’88, ’96
Willard V. Harris, Jr. ’55, L.H.D ’02,  
 P ’80, ’87
Donald J. Herrema ’74
Caroline (Patterson) Ireland ’43
Sharon (Ettinger) McLaughlin  
 P ’85, ’88, ’90
R. Chandler Myers, LL.D. ’88
Anthony R. Pierno ’54, L.H.D. ’00, P ’84
Ruth B. Shannon, L.H.D. ’92
Elden L. Smith ’62
Donald E. Wood, L.H.D. ’98
PRESIDENT EMERITUS
Eugene S. Mills, Ph.D., LL.D., L.H.D.
SENIOR ADMINISTRATION
Sharon D. Herzberger
President
Robert J. Coleman
Special Assistant to the President and  
Executive Director of Athletics 
Judith Daar 
Dean of Whittier Law School
Steve Delgado 
Vice President for Advancement
James Dunkelman
Vice President for Finance and Administration
Darrin S. Good
Vice President for Academic Affairs 
and Dean of Faculty
Kieron Miller
Vice President for Enrollment
Joel Pérez
Vice President and Dean of Students
CHAIRMAN
Alan H. Lund ’71
SECRETARY
Barry Blechman P ’14
TREASURER
James E. Mitchell ’62
Albert Anderson ’66
Fred D. Anderson ’66 
James M. Brown ’71
Christopher G. Caldwell P ’13, ’15
Vincent J. Daigneault ’85 
Peter E. Feinberg ’82
Raymond “Buck” Ferguson ’67
Jennifer L. (Landford) Fuller ’82 P ’17
Richard I. Gilchrist ’68 P ‘06 ‘07
Barbara (Ondrasik) Groce ’57
Carey (Baker) Halio ’95
Helen Newton Hartung P ’13
Yukiyasu Hayashi P ’10
Kathleen L. Kane ’71
Edwin Keh ’79, P ’11, ’15
May Kay Koong L.H.D. ’14
Richard Lichtenstein P ’16
James E. Mitchell ’62
James R. Parks
Janet L. Roberts ’64, M.D.
Richard S. Ruben
Marvin J. Suomi
Steven Weston ’83
Kate K. Wiley P ’11
Robert Zemsky ’62
TRUSTEES PRO TEM
Gerard P. Forster ’87, P ’08
Elizabeth Y. Kay-Im ’89 
Darrell Walker ’76
Kenya L. Williams WLS ’10
Richard Zapanta P ’13 M.D. 
 
SUBMIT A CLASS 
NOTE AND WE’LL 
SHARE IT IN THE ROCK 
W therock@whittier.edu
W 562.907.4222       
CONTACT THE ALUMNI OFFICE  
HOMETOWN: Livermore, Calif .  
MAJOR(S): Creative Marketing (WSP)
MINOR(S): Organizational Leadership
STATS: Dance Team, Athenian Society, Peer Mentor, 
DigLibArt’s Student Technology Liaison
MOST UNUSUAL THING I DID AT WHITTIER COLLEGE: 
Teaching various faculty and staff how to “Whip” and 
“Nay Nay” for the Big Poet Give music video . 
FAVORITE TIME OF YEAR ON CAMPUS: Homecoming! 
I love dancing at the Homecoming game and Midnight 
Madness with the Dance Team, preparing for DubSync 
with my society sisters, attending the Athenian 
Homecoming Brunch, and celebrating Whittier with  
all our alumni . 
MOST CHALLENGING CLASS TAKEN: Introduction to 
Biblical Literature with Professor Joe Price 
BEST THING ABOUT BEING A DIGLIBARTS LIAISON: 
I’ve become more savvy and creative about the 
technological changes that are transforming  
the world .
BEST THING ABOUT STUDYING ABROAD: Visiting 
various monuments in Athens that play a large role in 
the history and values of the Athenian Society with 
eight of my sisters .
BEST THING ABOUT BEING A PEER MENTOR: I’ve 
enjoyed being a role model and helping students 
integrate themselves into Whittier . 
OFF-CAMPUS INTERNSHIP EXPERIENCE: Last summer, 
I worked full-time as a digital marketing intern for 
a field service management company, ServiceMax . 
I attended their annual user conference, sat in on 
various meetings, and learned technology platforms 
that will be applicable to future jobs .
WHAT WHITTIER COLLEGE MEANS TO ME: It’s the 
place where I began to discover who I am and how  
I want to make a mark on this world . 
CHILDHOOD AMBITION: Parade dancer at Disneyland
ULTIMATE CAREER GOAL: I want to be a CMO 
(Chief Marketing Officer) for a technology company 
(preferably a social media organization) .
NICOLE GUZZO ’17
DANCING TO  
A TECH BEAT
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WHITTIER.EDU/GIVEONLINE
ALL  WHITT IER  FUND CONTRIBUTIONS—BOTH B IG  AND SMALL—GO 
TO  WORK R IGHT  AWAY.  PLEASE  RENEW YOUR SUPPORT TODAY.  > 
Each year your Whittier Fund 
gift enables us to offer the most 
essential components of the  
Poet experience.
>  Every student, faculty member, 
academic program, and athletic 
team benefits from your annual 
gift to the Whittier Fund. It is 
the highest funding priority for 
Whittier College. 
>  Your gift helps fund scholarships, 
support our faculty, strengthen 
our academic and athletic 
programs, and provide resources 
for library and information 
technologies that prepare our 
students for the 21st century.
